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IT. may be advisable to: explain, in a very few 
words, that it is not intended in the following pages 
to-give the history of an. individual in the pers0n 
of © the Child,” who is represented as receiving 


instruction from « the Divine Master,” but simply 
| to illustrate, under this convenient form, the 


various trials. and difficulties, incidental to the 


_ progressive stages of the Spiritual Life. Yet 
_ whilst | it may indeed be hoped, through GoD's 


mercy, that 'No one person coul \in. the course of 


their earthly probation, be aubjeot. to all the temp- 
tations and. errors herein recorded, it 1s certain, 


at the same time, that none, whose warfare is with 
the world, the flesh, and the Devil, would ever be 
exempt from the whole of them ; and it is equally 
Sure, on the principle which teaches, that if a man 
fail in one jot or tittle of the Law, he hath failed 


; 


"TY" 


in all—that no Christian' Grace can have been | 
mentioned here, which the members of CrnIer's | 
| Church are not bound zealously- to.lal 
" underall the different phases of their hea 
It” must als6 be understood,' * 
« Child” has not been adopted as apph 
Lambs of the Blessed Fold; for who! 1-Most of 
zorrowful evils here  described must «till be un- 
known dangers; but in acknowledgment -of the 
deep truth which was set forth on that day when a 
Babe was placed in the midst by a Hand Divine, 
that there are none, however lofty in in 


or. wise in this world's knowledge, who! Shall ever 
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Ie well, that 'Chaye in bogs. zther way, whe hereby. 
thou mayest reach the deli Htsome- mansions of | 
My FATHER'S A save 'only the way ”* the | 
Holy Cross ? 
The Child. 1 have considered it, dal. oy 

Master ; . for. I remember the words Thou spakest. 

when Thou didst yet tabernacle in the/ fleeh,— 

« He that taketh not his cr088 and followeth'after . 

Me, is not worthy'of Me;”| and, © Whosoever will | 

come after Me, let him dip: himself, and take: 

up his cross, and follow Me.” I am content to do, | 
it, O my Go, if by any means I might, attain' ! 
unto the Regurrection, of. the- Just;. for F know 
that our life is but-as/ a vapour, \80 800n paseth 
. It away, and we are gone; and I will not”be * 

_ of those who, looking not beyond it, walk mn. d 
vain shadow, and disqui iet themselves in vain. © 
know the fleeting Joys aye this fair world, euld 
never 8tay the yearning of my deathless 8oul, for | 
it is athirst for 'GoD, yea, even for- the Liying 
GoD; and in Thy Love, Thy present and eterna k 
Love, alone, can be the satisfaction of my being, l 
and the 'fulness of Joy for evermore.. Therefore | | 
will I now embrace Thy Blessed Cross, and. 6ays : | 

"Þ; 4% 'Phis'ghall be my Yest for ever!” - 
23 Divine- Manter. | It is wall, My child; In take 
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"heed that, whilst thou art forward to promise with 
0 hy 1 ips, thy heart deceive thee not ; see thou that 
" it faint not within thee, when I come to lay it bare, 
= Stripping it of every earthly hope and wish, whose 
_ weight lake. clog thee on thy. way. | Art- thou 

| F very sure that thou 'knowest what it is, in; deed 
= b# and in truth to bear |My Cross ? for there are, 
'F many'on the earth: who call 'themselves My dis- - . 


Aj , and profess: to carry it -within. their arms ; 


but the token which they wear, although 1 it hath 


the Stern and PR reality : it is too light to-check. 
the wandering | of their feat in paths of  ——_—_ 
pleazus >, where the memory of Mine Anguish,. 
_ the -progpect of ' My Judgment, is forgotten i in the 
gweet indulgence of. the senses. It gives no pain 
or weariness; it hath 'no goading sharpness, 
1]. driving them to labour as I-laboured, night and 
day, i in a hunger, cold, and faintness often ; it hath 
-Prereing power. to cut into | their: very 8ouls, 
= | id drag the loathsome sins, from their-concealed 
- rig before their weeping eyes, nor crushing 
53 weight to lay them' in- the dust. of penitence: 
© rather 1s it but an ornament, in the-sight of that 
bad world, which hateth Me, yet hates:them not; 
and to. themselves a flattering delusion, which 
leads them, while they 8eem to follow Me, in ways 
I never trod, where ewift upon their Steps are 
| B 2 


My child; draw back thy: hand, for it Py 
to take up 8ome such empty symbol. : 
close/ within thy - grasp, "there lies 'a true. 
heavy, and sharp, and'/ponderous as was: 
will not lay it on thee, for. thy life is given {hee - 
as a prey, and thou mayest mould it as thou wilt; ” | 
but by My fainting on the road- to Calvary; for 
love of thee, I bid thee take it up. - ".) 
Chily. Master, when I- hear Tl ; voice, | 
sweet than the song of angels, Thy Love cons 
eth me; like unto him whom 'they compel 
bear Thy burden on ' that weary way.” *Thou h 
the words of Eternal [Life ; unto whom ela 8h 
I go? Be it done. unto me according 
bag Thine 1s '& Haga Saying ; open It 
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to my | little ren eebl. 
ene 4-cro88 80 like to Thine, was. 
those, Thy bright, peculiar zainits, "w1 
est paths of holiness. 

for 8uch a sharp and 
humbly follow with .a lighter br 
path Tt-56: gore rs to > all to/ nit u 


not many ho" y Thy holy | 
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No man, having put his hand 


» 


e plough, and loo ing” | t for 
on of GoD:' Hast, thou forgotten the words 
we pada 


any: man;—Thus: far: shalt thou 
r? thus far halt thou 
and no more ?. : Did-I, mets out to thee with 
Hand the love whetewith I loved thee, or 

t thee? If T'had 
the meagure > of My Atonement for 
; power 8hould have 'saved thee from 
A logs: hell, O child of thankless heart ? 
tearless eyes to 8peak to Me of 
Me no more than thou: dost 
ht. to pay:Me with the uttermost 
that life, which thou wouldest. 
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'Thine for me was altogether pierced tlirough and i 
through, with. that sharp and cruel spear. Only Þ| 


me come to Thee, though even, like” Thy saint- ot 


of life, —when Thou didst; leave t: ”Y glory 

blissful rest of Thine Eternal FaTHeR' m. 
weep upon a Human Mother's knees, ab boweline 
Child, for me? Did I xeek to pare: my body, | 
when each nerve in Thine 'was wr rith © 
fiercest pangs? or my poor 86ul, when Thine » was 
80/ very 8orrowful, even-unto death; that ofter 
Thou, the joy of all created beings, didst deeply 
8igh and groan within Thyself? 'But now-it hal 
be 80 no'more;' I will leave all, and beromnig Thee 
I will no longer offer Thee but half a heart; whe 


call Thou me;/I cannot follow, except Thou dr: 
me- after Thee by Thy most_ loving Voice. 


old, it were upon the whelming waters, the deep 
whelming waters of tribulation, Bid'/me/come'to 
Thee, that I may have: power to arise 'ahd; fling || 
away all: clogging joys/ and, dreams of edt; a8 


 Bartimeus cast aside: his garment, when he heard 


Thy tender call. But, Master, like to him, I too 
am blind; I cannot 8ee my Way. . Be: Thou my \ 
Light; O lighten mine eyes, that-\Tsleep- not if 1 
death. I know not how-indeed to bear the-cros $ 


which Thou dost offer, it seenis . 80: great and. | 


vas te 
* THOOTY 1 


heavy; I cannot tell/how I ball walk. beneath 


_ *task to carry it through life, —yet am I ready. 
-__ *My heart is fixed, o Gor, my heart is fixed. 
_ _ Lead me, guide me,\ and I shall not wander, 
Z A hough the way be dark and long. | \ 
/ Divine Magter. . Fear not: they. who follow 
Me $hall never walk in darkness: Thy f tsteps._ 
_ 8hall not slip; mercy hall hold thee | when 
perils encompass thee about, and:though - SUN- 
shine of 'this world's joys be:ditm-for thee, in-My- 
Light «halt thou see Light-:- I» 8ee thy: SParit - is 8 . 
willing: though thy flesh is weak ; therefore will I : 
teach thee now, what is in/truth that way, whereip 
My Bleeding Feet have trod: before : thou canst 
not miss it, for thou ghalt know it soon- by the 
many thalens scattered there; which' fell from My 
Sharp, piercing Crown as I toiled on. They are 
the lesser pangs which men must: bear who truly 
follow Me. But now I speak of the: one: great 
offering, which thou must make tor Me, of thy 
whole heart and 8oul ; for the servant-is not above 
his Master, nor the disciple greater than his LORD: 
nd even as I gave Myself for thee, in one 8uffi- 
cient Sacrifice, s0 unto Me must thy whole self be 
given. Know then ithat from that blessed hour, 
' when I did first embrace thee, a helpless infant'in 
Arms of My Mercy, and buried thee with tender 


thewhole body of sin.: 
words, for in them thou hast the. 


Z MASTER, 9 


within thee to the bitter discipline. Behold Mine 
Arms outstretched and fastened down upon that 
ood. alone: can they grasp at this world's trea- 
res, its good things, or its hopes ? 80 must thine 
own'be nailed back, lest thou shouldst take unto 
ay bosom the: deadly love of earthly joys, of ease, 
__and | luxuries; ' and vanities, till' they eating into 
: _ very. _ for ever. 2.00 thereia _= little 


| qr which 18 «Thy Cnnatifibetion; for tho one 
: 's0le law. of thy entire being; and: forasmuch as 
"| this first- nature which thou must kill. is alto- 
gether opposed to it, whereinsoever thou shalt 
find one thought or word, or deed, one hope, affec- 
ion or desire, which springs not from the: pure 
zolve to 8erve Me and Me Only, then must thou 

that. rebel,though-it- be entwined. with the 


ry fibres of thy heart, and nail it to My Cross, 

xreing it. to- yield up its life in pain, whilst thou, 

; releaged-from-its corrupt control, dogt bend thyself 
; once more to. the rule of Stern submission. With n 
;  and- without: shalt thou bind-thyself' to: do My 


" B. Will: within, —by the deep purification as omaag 


= — Lake ve asf! 
rh 


that uk wane not that, « undeled Why," wh he s wh ne 


be the hope of mortal men. Ohthat I might over: 


' try me: how 8hall I endure t6'be 


I walked, for \ever ministering to others. Thy 
hands 8halt thou pierce through; to rivet then [4 
unto My Work alone. Thy heart shalt thou. ou | 

open with a' sharp, keen wound; that thou anbyos Q 


\cleanse it from all corrupt affections: and desi 


and 80 crucified: with Me, and dead to Sin, and F 
the World; bearing indeed: My Cross' on' earth; 
with Me shalt- thou arise, with Me ascend 
dwell for ever and for ever, with My FATHER 
thy FaTHER, with My. GoD and-thy Go. - 
Chilv. Oh thanks be unto Gop for) 
8peakable Gift, waereby 80 glorious a YeWE 


live to see Thy Face -in Glory. But alas, Goc XC 
Master, this 'is indeed a fiery trial which is ic 


Sufferings as Thine? who is sufficient for ſeheve, 
things ? like unto Thy disciples, when! Thow didst | 
open the way of Righteousness unto” the'-rich 
young man, I am exceedingly amazed; and am 
fain with them to ay out, © Who then "obedk 
be 8aved ?” 7 7 
| Divine Master, As I answered thaw a 80 4 
EF now answer thee; with men this is je amgrge 
but with Gop all things are possible. Wert thou , 
hot made in Gi the Temple of the HoLy 


% * 


THE DIVINE MASTER. 1 


> Grosr, and 'doth the Bloged Dove not hover 8till 
: vithin thy fainting Soul ? take heed that thou 


spheme not : is there aught too great of purity 


I, - holiness for Gop's Almighty Spirit to accom- 
plish? did I bid thee follow Me in thine own 


strength, when without Me thou canst do nothing P 
did I ever ask more of any man than I would give 


him power to perform ? have faith, and thou sbalt 
be enabled to say unto the mountain of by 81NS 
_ and weakness, © be thou removed for ever.” 


CThilv. My Lozp and My Gop, it is enough : 


| I believe that I- can do all things through Him 


ho strengtheneth me.: -In Thee will I put: my 


trust, and I 8hall yet give Thee thanks-for the help 
..of Thy Countenance, Lead Thou me on; for 
Thon alone shalt be my guide even unto-death'; 
and now to follow Thee, do I come forth bearing 
= Cross, as Thou didst come from Pilate's Tudg- 


nent os gs YON down beneath Thine Own-- 
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nail thyself, in thoughts, and words, and dee 
daily 8elf-denial, and with a veil cast over thee, 
that the flattering world . 


L 4 


"9. 25 i K So 


Harte Gui orarhs otter rr re ere ww Wh _ i _ 4 | - v « , FF ' g PEE Fs ALE ta XY, : . q %; ? i Oe Bay k : S bebe. © 2-0. Ret oth bach 
4 


Met on A yp rn Bae hot AE I EIN Sl IS IIS ata 
4 ® * 'S % 


Manes, 


6 


"07 


bw. 


__ 
TH 


SSC, 
Tos 


be GY ” 
ey 


+1 BP 
HEINE 


mou 


$45 
Io 


OY 


_ 


od ag " pe 7% 
PRE. JSFPG 3 EY 


+, Ma iis, bp, oat Month » 1864; tb Ge ACA Serra ns an Ran eeborcns vor Wi OY F fan? 0p. ES Soak 6 Lawn FP EMPIIOD A Lt P 4 , : Oe _ _ R . fi __ mana 


g, and that thou hast no 

, for aught but 8sternest punishment, s8ave in 

| e r- of Mine Innocent | Blood: alone. 

not- let: thy- fellow 'c: 

81 ellious child, : though '/at feet 

h est not" come'in any other 'guise ;- but 
B ; hidden” thy corruption-deep within thy - 

| where it doth rankle festering ; and | for 

= val ce, of fair and pleasant virtues, 

-content to'win the praise of men. | And 

what hath been thy service after 

ng, meagured offering ; just, 80 much 

0 ence and thy fears : : that, 

| ſi 
| s thee: not of one of  earth'y enjoyments, 
jo plemaas Cath could never be'that- 
| e in Me, the Crucified, whereby alone thou 
A appear, before the awful pacmns of ms, In 
.F- hou thought the: way whovait I-wa 
N and afflicted, could ever be 8uch noft, 
| | 


Pl 


treading unto. kiguliks feet? O, My child, dy 
child! while thou hast dragged thy cro88- 80. far 
ehind thee, —_ the mud- and mire of- this 
world's j joys and © , and-8till more through 
- its hollow, lax atieicn; where hath been thyanward 7 
crucifixion? Hath it 80 much' as touched thee -:/' 
with its sharpness? Canst thou show 'Me any 
wound, within thy gelf-deceiving heart, which it * 
hath made? Ts there one darling hope or wish 
nailed down on it in bitter pain ? - Where hath 
been'the arresting of each thought. within thy 
S80ul, ee ch: word upon thy lips, each deed thy. hand 
was 8 todo, to prove it if it be an offering fit for 
. '-Me; an 1 if the 8tain of selfighness or earthly degire 
was found upon it, straightway slaying it as I was 
slain? Men have nought to 8ay a zainst thee ;. no 
glaring evil hast thoy done ;- but tremble at tl 
thought of all that thou hast/left undone; - Think 
on thes> words which I have aid long hes — 
« If any man gerve ' Me, him will My T_ 
honour.” | Canst thou ' dare to SAY, thy ''s 
hath been such' as He, the Awful in Holines 
could honour? FE ſr 
- Child. O, Master, no; i but. the thi kt | 
my very 8oul sinks down, in terror and in wo -F 
bling, as though 4t must expire before that Gob,;, l 
Who; by His purity, in truth is a consuming fire?! - 
TI have inned, T _ ER” I can feel aj mY RK 


; 


ts % < 
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-hy words have pierced my heart, and rent the 
veil that was upon it, hiding it even from myself. 
I have been like unto 'one that is in a dream ; for 


T | } ; days went by, as I thought, innocently, and T - 
would have scorned any, who 8aid that I was'not 


Thy faithful gervant ! No now I ee how, step 
by 8tep, I have grown colder and 'more sluggish ; 
80 that now I have nought' to offer thee, my. ORD; | 


_ ave mo Thy' talent as Thou didst give it me, — 


1 _ S, perchance, but alas! no greater. And now 
dimness and confusion within me, I have 80 
wn ce aig myself, with easy service and stingless self- 


als,that I know not by what means I have fallen, 


from that first love and zeal, 80 full of sweetness 

and of longing, which filled my 8oul when, at Thy 
dear command, I took my cross and followed 
Thee, - O that I were, as in months past, as in the 


days when Gop preserved\me, when His candle 


upon my head, and when by- His light - 
walked through darkness! | But turn me again,. O 
my Master, and let Thine- anger DORNG: from me z 
_ for. I- know that, as Thy Majesty is, 's0- is Thy 
Mercy. Unto Thee will I pay'my vows once 
. More ; to Thee will I return ; for Thou dost abun- 
dantly pardon. Only show me now wherein I have 
randered, that I may take better heed unto my 
ways; 8et my misdeeds before me, and my secreh 
gins in the light of Thy Countenance, for Thou 


/ 
; 


my flittings, and all 
in Thy book. I thought-that I had 
8n, though I know I have ;not” yet} resisted/ unt 

blood, nor |unto- any suffering and aliens" I fo Il, 
as even then I knew I did- full oft, I tailed 1 | not to 


Divine Master. Beware of "that Fn, S, 
well nigh as easy fo thee as the in was pen! & 
oonriaien, je restitution, had but/:t th 
that expressed within thy deceitful 
without-a test of its 8incerity.' Where: was th+ 4 
E= ; carefulness it should haye eons in thee? —tha 
'- | | olearing oof thyself, the indignation agaitist thyselt, 
3 the fear, the vehement desire, the wah the reven 6 
upon thyself? - Nought is mote easy than'to way, 
«Father, I have '8inned,: forgive me!”  and/- 
beheve, with these few words, the d« 
Ong is - WARNS: 'out —_ "they! 


gy "ar of ? - Ae again, de were 

for which, even after : this : EE thou/ 
' gorrow? | Only euch a8 were 
_ glaring, thou couldst- not choos 
even with thy wandering | 


ok Ne AN. 

FE ed  £7-O 
Eo Rn 4 
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_ hot. to enjoin. it, —that watchin 
__ and thine inmost thoughts, —that 8tern examina- 


, 
- 
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ng over all thy senses 


ion, hour by hour,—that keen, true gearching 
2 into the very  — of thy heart and 80ul, 
to: look well if there any. way of wickedness in 


; thee, and root out all by secret, faults; according 
as it is written, *5* Before judgment, examine thy- | 


8elf, and in the day of visitation thou shalt have 
exit bl | l/ 
_ Child, Beloved Maater, I TRA inde TN 


gotten to be watchful. I have had a name that'T . 


lived, and been as dead ; -but-now, I pray Thee, 


- me to turn aide, —prove me, try me, teach me to 


| m__ and 80 shalt Thou make me to understand 


Mater. Repentance is '& hard and 


| Fo work,—a thing- as -blessed as it is rare ; 


for many'there are' who: trust in 1k for their. ac- 
ceptance, but few there -be-which find the way to 


it. It is no transient/ feeling, passing- as a light 


 mist on -the 80ul, without: a gound or:token, and 


having in it no sting, sharp enough: to make thee 


dread a recurrence of the sin which caused it; for 
| knowest thou not how it is written, —* He that” 
 washeth himpelf after the touching of a dead body; 


C 


b ——— 


engthen Thou those things which remain, and 
_ are ready todie; for 10! Thou requirest truth in the 
inward parts,—and a deceived heart hath caused 
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if- he touch it again, what availeth his maatiing 8 
So is it with a man that fasteth for his sins, and . 
goeth again and doeth the same. Who will hear _ 
his prayer, or what doth his humbling profit him ?” . 
Repentance not to be repented of is a deep and 
earnest labour, welk-nigh the bitterest task which . 
I have given thee to perform as, thou comest after-. . 
Me. Hearken, then, while I-instruct thee how it | 
must be accomplished. Fitst, do thou make. it | i 
thine assiduous toil to ascertain the extent of thy +. 
pollution, not merely in by general discernment of -/ /| 
ginfulness, but in each individual act, and thought, -. | 
and word : take thou the perfect rule of My com- | 
mandments, and judge thyself therein, not by the | | 
|  - letter, but the 8pirit. Look well till thou discover | 
what have beer the springs of action in thee; re- {| 
member that self-deceit is the subtlest weapon 
whereby the flesh doth war against the Spirit ; 8 
thou if in thy very 8ervice unto Me, there hath been + 
no motive of vanity or 8elfighness; or if thou hast y 
not often said, in- 8eeming wisdom, © Such | things 
are not expedient,” because to thy s8ubtle heartithey -. 
were not pleasant. 'Try thou how far the praise of ' 
men hath made thee love My Name better ; probe 
down unto the thoughts and feelings that lie j\80 
deep within thy soul, thou scarce dost know” of | 4 
them thyself, and 8ee how far the fair show. thou || {| 
hast made as My disciple hath been a living false+ 


"; 


thyself indeed, in all thine innermost corruption, 


| put thyself unto an open shame. This is what My 


of fallen| nature most revolts, yet salutary as the 


thyself, dragging out with rigorous earch each 
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hood. Nor even then alone, however truthful be. 
thy self-examination, canst thou ' come to know 


or to hate sufficiently the sins which have seduced 

thee; thou must have a surer test than thine own 

biaszed mind. If thou alone dost judge thyself,. 
thou wilt be tender to thy s0ul as a mother to the | A 
child 8he correcteth not unto his hurt ;\to know LO 
the real hideousness of those past kins, thy weak 2 
heart craves to forget, thou must learn it in the 3 
judgment and the condemnation of another ; of one' 2 
to whom hath been given, in sacerdotal gift, that 2 
Holy Spirit which convinceth men of sin. If. 
thou wouldst truly crucify thine evil nature, then, 


even as I did, Who was all innocent, thou must 


ghteous servant meant when he saith-that true 
repentance will: cause thee to take revenge upon 
thyself; it is a task from which the -swelling pride 


knife that cleanseth out the rankl 
Thou must tear aside that veil, and 'show thyself 
even as thou, art to human eyes, humbling thyself 
for all thine evil trespasses before a fellow man ; 
nor only by the general admission of thy faithless- 
ness and guilt, but as a stern inquisitor against 


geparate act. My child, rightly wilt thou com- 
FA C2 2 ws. 
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EIN TAR the blessing, and the agony of. rug) re- 
pentance, when thou hast learnt to 8ay, not 
Secretly in thy deceiving heart alone, © I have 
8inned,” but openly before the- eyes. of. one who 
hall keenly note each shade: of thy-deep ;degra- 
dation, ©* On 8uch a day, at. 8uch an hour, I che- , 
rished yile and Shamefu thoughts when. all men © 
deemed me pure ;” or *spake with. aan, deceiying' 
lips, when none miadonbigd.” me ;” or* © did. fair 
deeds which won me looks. of love and. praise, 
when in their hidden springs they came from 
dark, unholy motives.” his do, my. child,; and 
not in vain 8halt thou cleanse thyself, and wash 
thy hands in INNOCency 3 but 80 powerfully this 
discipline shall work in thee a dread of in, that 
thou shalt flee from it as from the face of a 8X» 
pent; for well is it written of it, if thou, come 
too near to it, 1t will bite thee,—the teeth Mereol 
are as the teeth of a. lion, slaying the souly of 
men. 

Chily. Beloved Mater, Thou dapt- comma 
indeed. a bitter discipline; at last the sharpne 


of Thy Cross is entering even into my 80ul: truly 


have I not known it hitherto! and now should 


I altogether faint at thought of guch' an ordeal 


but that I verily believe to see Thy. Goodness 
in the land ,of the living. O, my Master, to be 


with Thee one day in Paradise, like that blest, | 


bs 
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G penitent who reaped the first fruits 'of Thine 
Agony, what is there I would not endure! 1 do 
80 long to come to Thee again, from Whom mine - 
erring feet too far have wandered ; I' 80 pine to 
taste once more the 8Weetness of Thy Love, that I 
- am all content to prove this sHharpest trial, if only\, | 
: by it I may find my way unto Thy Sacred Feet 
igain. 'O, | Master, ay if T thus cut with hand 
unsparing into the deep of my weak hes 
Thou'look back on me with mercy as of old 2 
Divine Magter. I will look back on thee with 
Merey, I will take thee Home into the very bosom 
of My Love, my poor lamb, bleeding with self- 
inflicted wounds : blessed in that hour, shalt thou 
know, are they that mourn, for they shall be com- 
. forted.” Sweet as the sound of gushing waters 
when one perisheth with thirst' shall be the mes- 
_ ge of forgiveness I will send to thee. I will bid 
My messenger speak comfortably to thee, telling 
thee that thine iniquity is pardoned, and that 800 
thy warfare shall 'be accomplished. \\\And then O, 
My child, how beautiful upon the mountains of thy 
tollsome journey 8hall s8eem to thee the feet of 
1xim that bringeth unto thee good tidings. 
4 - Child. Now do I know what stirred thy cms 
trite servant's heart when he cried” 80 longingly, 
«Thou 8halt purge me with hyss0p and T shall be . 
clean, Thou Shalt wash me' and T shall be VIOne 


, wilt 


©- 2mm”, 
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than now ; Thou shalt make me hear of joy oa 
gladness, that the bones which Thou hast broken 
may rejoice.” I see Thy Cross,must- be driven like 

a sharp 8word into the very 80ul, else/ can it not. 

. divide it from the dust to which it cleaveth, and 
80 let it be. Now in truth, my Master, will I, 
strive in the deep of the inner life to serve Thee, : | x 

. no more with the mouth alone, making confession - 
unto salvation, but with the heart also believing | 
unto righteousness, for without holiness what man 
Shall &ee Thee, O'my LoRDP | 

' Divine Master. Thou sayest well, my child ,yot x 

' take heed that thou despise not the outward service, | 
because I have told thee it will not, avail without * 
a deeper and more gearching labour : this oulabe | 
thou have done and not have left the other undone, * 
Herein greatly hast thou erred, that thou hast, ,: 

. thought to serve Me, in a life of ease by only fleeing! | 
from undoubted sins ;. a passive 8ervice alone) hast 
thou - willed to give Me, far removed from the 
active, energetic toil which I demand. All spirit- 

' ual good and sacramental gifts thou thoughtest | 
to receive, whilst with the very hands I bid thee . 
pierce, thou gatheredst earth's bleasings to thy , 
bosom! But in My House none can eat their 
Bread in idleness, they must labour for that meat | 
which perisheth not, "but endureth unto everlasting [ 
life. I told thee thou must work for Me in in-| | 

2 | 


| ward purification and outward | 
ow-men for the Coming of My. 
estion now thy heart as I have tar 
thou sbalt see how instead of that hi 
thou hast rather 80ught to gain the f 
wristian graces, in the eyes of thy fe 


and for the active SCrVICeS A little care, 


80uls alone? Yet T have had gr 05g on renew, 
I have not left thee in thy 1 

and hasten to redeem the time ; the 

when no man can work. 


CHAPTER 111. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS IN HUMILITY. 


- 'My child; rememberest 
the Words I spake when I first called thee unto. 
Me, how I told thee of | thy three: great ene- 
- \mies, that with untiring labour would seek to 
pluck thee out/of My hand? Thou couldst not 
bear it then, or I would have shown to.thee mo 
fully how bitter was the warfare thou must w b 
with them : thou wert' 80 newly et within that un-: 
defiled way, the Way of| the Holy Cross, that thy 
feet were feeble and tottering upon it as an infant | 
. when it assayeth first to walk ; but now thou hast. 
a little strength, and I must unfold to thee the 
gnares with which they would surround thee, lest 
\ thou be overtaken of their craftiness and' subtlety ;. | 
for know that neyer in this life can thy conflict! 
with them; ceage, 80 80on as thou dost gurmount! 


one temptation they will assail thee with another, 


& FE ? for peace, if thou halt 
th: en thereol; t 


i ,0a eak hey will but make ready 
: to the battle; yet faint thou not at thought of this ; - 

-_ remember that T, even I, upon My Glory Throne 
as at the Right Hand of \My FATHER, am touched — Y 
— with rmities, for T was in all 
we -- points tempted like as thou” art, yet without sin. 
' | T will not leave thee nor forsake thee, and who 


0 Br Shall harm thee if I amwith thee? Twill phold 
| thee in thy goings out and comings in ; I will con- 
found thine enemies, only be 'thou faithful unto 
death. Know' thou that from the first day when 
, 3 thou didst et thy heart to understand and to 
 chasten thyself before thy Gor, I have been about 
' | thy path and/about-thy bed, to be to thee a strong 
' 8 tower from the face of thine enemies; fear ' not 
. || then, but attend unto.My Words while I show to 
thee the snare that-is' around thee now, wiling 
we 8oul to deadly peril. 

Child. || Speak, Lorp, for thy servant hear- 2 
eth. O Jet it be 'Thy pleasure tg. deliver me J 
from all these hidden dangers; do Thou make be 

| haste' to help me, for 'Thou sayest truly that my 
goul is among lions, mine” enemies are daily in 

| hand to' gwallow 'me up; how me now their 
+ eraftiness, let nie-not be ignorant of their devices, 
for'8urely in vain the net is spread in the sight 

of any bird; tell me then, I pray thee, wherein 


— 
$ 


THE - DIVINE MASTER, 


WE they digged pits for me, for I Gioughk 4 tc \ 
walk 80 closely in Thy Blessed Steps that I left no 


_ room for them to come between us, and to lay 


hold on me; what can I do more, O Thou Pres 
server of men ; have I not-left'all and followed 
Thee, and chootandd my 80ul for sin with all the | 
rigour which Thou hast commanded ? in 

Divine Master. Yea, My - child, | think not I 
have forgotten thy labour and thy loye; I know 
thy works, how thou hast borne, and hast had. 


patience, and hast not\fainted, and for My Name' F | 


Sake hast truly toiled ; nevertheless I have some-: 
what against thee, because thou hast 8ought to. 


make My Cross a Glory in the world's eyes, 


which thing I hate. Child, wherefore was I nailed. | 
unto it 8ave through thy sin, thy deep degrading: j 
8in, which but for the washing of Mine all-puzi: 
fying Blood had dragged thee down to hell, com- - 
panion fit for Devils ? how is it that I find thee now 
then raising that solemn Cross aloft in shameless 
triumph that all men may 8ee—not what I|have 
done for thy salvation—but what thou wouldst. do 


for Me—as though to bear it after Me were a 
voluntary meritorious s8ervice on thy part and not 


thy one g8ole refuge from deseryed perditzon 1 
Shouldst thou not rather bow down beneath. it; 
in- bitterest shame, knowing that it is a token unto! 
all, how vile, how he how hateful in GoD's 8ight 


j 

by 

; ; 
-. 
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"ER wert, since only the Dire Agony of . His 
Beloved SON, | could 8natch thee from eternal 


burnings! Is it not written, Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree, and was I not made a - 


curse for thee, in order that by this torturing 
humiliation I might save thee 80 as by fire only, 
because of thine utter failing in the bounden duty 
and 8ervice thou didst owe thy Maker, and now 
wouldst thou dare to make it 8eem\'a merit to 
_ cling unto that Cross, as though thine endurance 
of it were a great gift made to Me? What and if 
I 8aid to. thee, «I will have none of thy service'or 
thy gifts ; 1 require them not, Mine are a thousand 
worlds and all that in them is; take back thine 
offering and restore to Me My Cross, since thou 
dost lift it up, not as the one hope of thy last 
necessIty, but as a vaunted oblation made to Me, 
in generous devotion, which could merit in itself 
My Love or human praise,” where would be thy 
boasting then if I thus 8pake to thee ? 
 _ Child. O, Blessed Master, say it not;,and cast me 
not away; for I know indeed it is Thy Cross alone 
upholds me out of that profound abyss that yawns 
for me; and I know—I know too well that by 
mine uhassisted will I could not even cling to it— 
but that I must be even nailed down upon it by the 


Spirit that. 8ubdueth my vile flesh, else should 


I fall from it into the deepest hell. 


: 5 
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' Divine Mater. Thou sayest truly, Vat kow 
then hast thou dared to make a boast of it, and. 
been well' pleased "that men should look into the 
wounds its sharpness made within thy heart, and 
note how well-nigh spent thou wert beneath its 
weight? Yea, art thou 8ure thou hast not laboured 
more 'abundantly that they might- marvel at: thy 
zeal ? Thou hast loved to hear it\said' how truly 
thou dost bear My Cross, how utterly thy neck. was 
bent: unto its'yoke ; how even the beatings of thy 
heart were' crushed beneath its weight, and yet 
thou 'knowest well thou never couldest have had 
the strength, nor even the wish, to lift it 80 much 
as from the ground, had I not constrained thee by 
My Love. -I took thee first in Holy Baptism, 
or. ever: thou /hadst heard My'\Name ; when thou 
wert yet in all thy ins, and sealed thee with its 
8ign, and showed thee how to bear it thronghThis 
life ; but then had T left thee to thyself, too 8u. 'ely 
hadst thou trampled it beneath thy norilegious 
feet; and eyen now T tell'thee, but for its red eem- 
ing power, there is 8in enough i in each of. thy best 
deeds to sentence thee to exile from My FATHYR'S 
House for ever.  But'I spare thee—for this is the 
gnare - of which | I told thee—the very  swbtlest 
which thine enemies can lay for thee; the flesh, 
the world, and "the devil each have alike their 
share in weaving its toils about thy soul ; it is "he | 
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leep + temptation with which they ever- 8eek to 
ruin those of My faithful 8ervants, who-will not be 
deterred from following after Me.  By-this crafty - 


he 
iq | peril do they encompass them about, when: grosger ' | 
m arts have ,failed to make them love - the: world, 


or their own ease and comfort more than Me ; and 


ed 

hy its) |great danger lies in this, that they. are ed 3 
ty una are-of it who most are tempted to it. | 3 
.. Child, Then doubtless I have been Jockived; - 


L Most Holy Master, blinded. to my own peril; for 


even. now.my heart condemns me, pierced by Thy 
arching Words; unfold to me, -I pray. Thee, 
ch whe! ere rein this spiritual vanity hath overtaken me- 
Alas, and 'hath this plague pot been in all my 


c 
< : feasts of charity, when bowed upon [Thine- altar- 
|| steps, my LoRD, I thought to love Thee 80 humbly 
ou "_ 
+6 and. 80 well ! 
3s - Divine Master. Maryel not at this, My child, 
Iy | for. in these days when all: men know Me, and: 3 
\. | My Name is great among the Gentiles, this is the: ; 


Pe cial trial 'wherewith the Accuser of My breth- 
ren doth seek to win them to destruction. - Thou 
knowest that when I went unto My FaTaHER'from 
this world, I left Mine own to suffer persecution: 
and to. be hated of all'men for My sake; their: 
zortion was to bear My reproach on earth ;- and 
whilst their bodies were' delivered up to scourge- | 


1 and gword, their _—_ were pierced through with 
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the bitter contempt and oth diigd of' their felt 


men. But they rejoiced and were exceeding glad 


to be thus hated and tormented; they leapt for 
joy when they were driven from among their 
brethren and reproached, and their, name cast out 
as evil, for they knew that great was their rew\rd 
in Heaven; and 80 through fire and «trife they 
won their way unto My FATHER's Home of Rt. 
Now when the Prince of this world saw how 
mightily My Word grew and prevailed amid all 
persecution and -contumely, and that the blood of 
the Martyrs/ was in truth a fructifying stres \n, 
causing the earth to bear much fruit unto My 
Glorious Kingdom; he 8ought by other and by 8ub- 
tler means to stay the progress of My great salva- 


_ tion. Knowest thou what he did? He taught | 


the world to smile upon the Cross, but 

fo weep for 8in; he cauged the s8emblance! 
a holy life to be a'passport unto man's esteem, 
80 that many for whom I died, assume the garb of 
righteousness, with rank ambition, pride, , and 
worldly lusts all 8welling, in their hearts, and 
trumpet forth My Name that they may have it | 
answered back to them in human praises. Re- 
memberest thou the words with which I greeted 
him who came at dead 'of night with swords ail 
staves to take Me—* Judas, betrayest thou the 
Son of Man with a kiss?” $0 is it with this gene- 


} 
: 
q 


_ 


ration ; they do betray Me utterly, day by day - 


leading Me away to be crucified afresh in thoughts 


and words, and deeds of sin, and yet all the while - 
8eeming \to kiss My very Feet, in open-mouthed 


azertions/of their love for Me, and outward acts of 


piety. - Again, there be some less false than these, 


who do bestow on Me the traitor's kiss, and yet are 


all unconscious of their treachery ; 8uch, are, those - 
of My disciples who have desired with a heart 


gincere, to follow Me upon the narrow pin and 
whose one thought at first hath been to offer unto 
Me an undivided service; but when they found 
how on that very path 8oft flatteries awaited them, 
and that not only their true devotion was admired 
of men, but that the holy and the good whom 
they themselves revered, were drawn to them in 


gentlest sympathy, then hath a taint crept into all 


their offerings made to Me ; it hath no more been 
done in'singleness of heart to gain the unseen 


light of My 80le favour, but,, unknown to them- 
gelves, there was in all they did for Me, a allent 


geeking to be thereby exalted in the eyes of men, 


and 80 My Cross, which should have been 80 
deeply hidden in their 8ouls, has been made by 
them a stepping stone into the world's esteem. 


Chilvy. And I have been of these, My Lord! 
I knew it not, but now Thy words reveal me to 
myself. | I feel that whensoever my open love and 


\ 
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owe for Thee hath won me -praise,” or" most of - 
all the friendship and the care -of those who were 
in truth Thy servants, then have'I taken much de- 
light therein, and been stirred up to do great 
things before their eyes, still deeming-I was fol- 
lowing Thee alone; but. now, O Holy' Master, 
Thou art ' the 'Truth, enlighten my dull goul, I 
pray Thee, and show me ;in what; toils I have 
been taken, for the. 8nare is 80 gubtle that I have | 
been caught by it unawares. | 
Divine Mazster. Needful is it radio that hw 
shouldest- examine it most | narrowly, for | thou | 
mayest remember how I 8aid of old, «© Woe unto you ' 
when all men speak well of you;” and thou knowest 
that heaven and earth shall pass 'away, but not 
My words. -And'now will I show-to- thee 8ome 
of the 'avenues whereby this: deadly thing, 4 
Spiritual vanity hath entered. into thy conseera 
goul. First it hath been in this, that thou hast 
forgotten how by the very principle 'of thy new 
birth, the life thou didst then: receive © mwust. be. 
HIDDEN in Me; nor ever must thou dare to draw 
it forth before the eyes of men, 8ave when by. 
.8uch a revelation thou canst not doubt to benefit 
their 8ouls ; wrest not, as many have done; that. 
Scripture to thy-destruction, were I 8aid, 6 Let 
your light 80 shine before men;” . ... for I- willed 
that by good works done Silently, and with a Geep 


( 


Y 


ny ary manifestation of thyself and of-thy love:to 
Me=—that voiceless, holy love, that should be kept 


ty-thy light should shine, and not by volun- 


0s n pure and virgin offering 8acred to Mine eyes 


alone , and which is at; once profaned, if human 


houghts and motives do find an entrance. to- it. 
Thy chief temptation in this matter, is that thou 
hast yielded. to'the craving of thy mortal: nature, 


for: the 'sympathy . of thy fellow-creaturgs ; -. and 


when-the workings of thy life in Me, produced 


despondeney or: joy, thou hast loved to tell thy | 
feelings, and to rouse their wonder or compassion, 


® 


hilst. even in thy ordinary state, -it hath been 


8weet to thee; to tell of all thy communings with 
Me.-:: Beware of this, My child, for vanity lurketh 


in-every word, and most be thou as8ured, it hath 


posses8ion. of thee when thou dost display the 
leepest tokens of humility.  Resolve. then never 
to 8peak to any of thy spiritual condition, 8ave to 
Mine: own. anointed servant, whom thou hast 
chosen- as thy Guide, in:My Name yo watch over 
thee; and to whom thou hast revealed, as I com- 


 manded, thine  uttermost depths of sin. He, for 
. thy 8oul's health, 7 must know the variations of. thy | 
 otate, and scarcely could. thy subtlest enemy. find 


means to make thee feed thy vanity, in intercourse 


with him who knows the miserable details of all 
thy great os wid for which reason, a 


D 
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ration toad Sat thou lay bare thi . 
inmost soul before-him. | pes. ta 
Again, another snare there is'for thee in- 


which but for -man's insidious. —_ would be: a 
SOUrce of Agion jy Oda al I good 


gorlder. many whos ie chad display, | 
where such. associations are .needful for the ad- . 
vancement. of My Kingdom, geek not to mix 
with others in thy deeds of charity. Be not for- 
ward -to.concert with them, great 8chemes of 
good to man, ; except there be none othe 
attempt the work ; rather do thou a little for My. 
sheep in secret, unseen by all, 8ave.'Me, Who ': 
watched the widow / cast her . two mites in. the 
Treasury.- Thou-tmast done well in secking to avoid 
all intereourse with. those who know Me not. 
except for their own good.” But I say unto thee 
yet more, be not over-anxious for the Society even 7 
of those who are well known as Mine active 

vants, unless it be to learn of them unto, the profit 

of thy 80ul ; for if thou mingle with them in much 
converse as thy own familiar friends, it cannot » 
fail, but thou; wilt show to them thy zeal 
Sufferings in My. cause, thy many: prayer 
tears, and from 8uch revelations do;thou shrink as j 
from the searing of hot burning coals.  - PF 
_ Solitude is best for GonK where thou canst com; = 


—— —— 


by 
| . 
o 
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| Cndloan] unclean !” - Stand in awe- and Sin 
bd dt, commune with your own heart 'ahd in your 
chamber, and be «till; there will I come to thee 
and talk with thee, and whom'shalt thou dexire . 
Nees if T am with thee? thou zhalt hear'My Voice 
ar clearer in the deep 8ilence when no. human 
1d is' near. Seek for 80litude/ then| as the 
gafest condition of thy feeble 80ul, yet not 80, as 

o forget that thine outward work, is in'the ad: | 
vancement of My Kingdom on this earth. Thou 
 Enowest how I prayed for My own that they | 
should be kept in the world; but let this be thy 
wisdom, to strive wheresoever thou art among thy 
fellow-men, to attain unto a solitude of spirit. 
Be thou also very zealous alike amongst My 
' followers and the children of this world, to avoid 
all singularity in outward things, which could 
manifest that thou dost hold thyself to be es- 
- pecially My disciple ; by'thy humble, tender love 
to others only be it known, but affeet not thou 


to differ from them in en) manner or the 

like. Let thy soul come forth in silence then from 

* among men to be with Me alone; rise up, My 

child, and come away ; hide thee, hide thee in the 

bosom of. My love; withdraw thyself into My 

s$hadow, there shalt thou find great delight—there 
D 2 


Child. Yea, my Divine: Master, I will c&me 
"HP indeed ; A; | CeaSe from. man whose breath 


N' 


Thee wil I come in quiet” 
de, till 1 they 8hall say of me, «© Who is Rern v at 
cometh up from the wilderness leaning' on Ner 
Beloved.” | Unto- thee only will I scek, with Tl ee 
abide till the day break, and the FY lows ! bs 


away in the Light of the Resurrection Mornin; | 
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V. Where art Thou, O my Beloved 
r ?- wherefore hast [Thou gone from me in 
way, and left me desolate? Behold, 
ay days have I looked for Thee sorrowing,»but 
| In'vain ; and by night upon-my bed have I 8ought 
'Thi hom my80ul loveth; and found 'Thee-not.. 
as n-me?; Surely. I 
to' come after-Thee ? and have I not- 
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Thou'hast taught me to desire in 'Thy 8weet com- 
ings with me,—even self-renunciation, bitter 
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 8oul loyeth, where Thou makest Thy flock to rest 
- at noon ; for why 8hould I be as one that tyrneth 


which is above 3 there-abalt'thou aes- Me, if 


visible form, to be met at every turn by those 


IL not _ aheep ? - O, tell me, Thou bans my 


aside by the flocks of Thy companions? - 
Divine Master. T haye not left thee, Ms” 

poor helpless child, but thou. hast strayed once 

more far from Me; though, even in all thy wan-. 


derings, Mine , Arm hath 'been around thee, or- 


thou hadst not now been here to. call upon Me. 
Think it not -strange that thou hast 80ught for 
Me, and. found Me not, for thou hast been like 
unto My disciples of old, and hast gone as'it were 


to geek Me in Mine empty tomb, whence I de- 


parted at the break of day ; nor hast thou listened 
to the voice of the Church; that would have aid 1 
thee, as did Mine Angel messenger to them, <4 He 
is not here ; He is arigen.” For truly am arigen, 
and am gone before thee to the: New Jerugale: 


falter not; but I no longer -walk on. 


who, with unguided steps,'go forth to meet. os 
each in. a path of their own devising. - 

Child. O, Mater, what gayest Thou $ ag! 
can I follow Thee, if I behold Thee not ? © Must, I 
mourn as. did Thy disciples of old,/because whither 


[ | 
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Thou goest I cannot come ?-- Surely I thought to 


Air g to' Thee 80 closely, that nought” upon this 


: £ rt could tear Thee from me.” Day by day, and 
hour by hour, my hope was till to hold Thee by 


the Feet, and worship| Thee; and now what 
meanest Thou ? wouldest, Thou ay to me, as unto 
; ze Jews, © I go My Way, and ye $hall seek Me, 
and 8hall die in your sins; whither I go, ye\qannot 
rome ?” Hast' Thou given me then \Thy Cross, 
and -not. Thyself, —Thy Cross, bereaved. of its 
Sacred Burden zince:the eve of that great day of 

yondrous rest, when Thy thriee blessed- gervant 
was evra to- bear Thee in his own new tomb? 


Lfain ARE cin—A They have hoes, away my 


—as I onee 8aid to those, how much more faithful! 


—#4+« O thou: of little faith, - wherefors' \dost thou 
| Joudt ?” Hast thou forgotten the words of 'My 


8ure promise,—* Lo, I am with you alway, even 
| unto. the end of the: world ?? And again, —* I 


non ?” Yea, though I said, « The world geeth 


7 ———— to ery out with her 


Li RD, and I know not where they have laid Him?” 
Divine - Master: My child, have considered-. 
ell the voice of thy complaint, and I say to thee, 


not. leave you comfortless; I will 'come to 


Me no more,” aid I not also, « But ye 8ee Me py ; 
erstand now this matter, and learn that in Me 


is no variableness, neither shadow of "tur: 


I have in truth | ascended unto heaven.” It is 
good, yea needful, for thee that I should' go away 
to perfect the work of thy salvation, by My con-' 
tinual intercession, as thy great High” Priest, k 
before the throne of GoD. But 'T have not/left 
Myself without a witness upon” earth,” and a 
dwelling-place where Mine own Presence is,'\and 
where My Spirit abideth eyer. There, Tf. thou” 
geek Me, thou shalt find Me, but nowhere else; 
there, in My Holy Church, —that is the fold thou' 
desirest, where T make My flock to rest by till 
waters and green” pastures, — there | Mine own” 


Sheep are gathered, and I feed them day by day * 
they know My voice, and I give to\them Eternal 


Life, whilst vainly would they seek to come'to Me | 
by any other way. ' Therefore '8aid I truly, = | 


all without this fold is as' Mine” empty ” 


where My lifeless Body was, but is no longer. - - ah 


I died indeed for all the world : and 80 each | Pt 

on earth hath known, as it were, the Presence!of 
the Victim'slain : but the Risen Lokp; the Living, 
in Whose Life alone, the' sons of Adam'can live 
unto eternity, is not there, but is departed, 'to be 
with the disciples: in their asembling,/and to be” 
® made known to them in breaking bread. © * 


Child. Yea, Beloved *Master, as. in” that wank i 
drous hour when,” the youre being  shut, Thow 
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didst come” and stand in the midst, and say unto. 
them, «Peace be unto you?” O, how hath my 
heart nic within me many times, when I have 
\thought upon their rapture at that blissful meet- 


Ing! how have I pined. to be, as it were, amongst 
_ them, 'and to hear Thy most adored Voice thus 


wasper peace to my poor struggling'soul.. 

- Divine Master. And' why then'  hast| thou 
Þ pe ged thine ears to it, when I was ready to pro- 
"nounce it over thee, through the lips of those to 
whom TI have given power to speak'and act in My 
Name? On the'earth are there none to whom I 
_ 8aid, «© Into what house 80ever ye enter, first 8ay, 
Peace be to this house; and if the 8on of Peace 
"be there, your peace shall rest upon. it ; if not,” it 

hall turn to you again?” | 
Child. Ts it for this cause, then, that it hath 
| * blind as though Thy peace came not upon me, 
be zuse I 8ought it not, in the way of Thine ap- 
' pointment from those whom: 'Thou hast commis- 
 goned to dispense it? Yet I thoug t Beloved 
Mater, that the blessings I 5ought directly from 
_ Thy Hand I could not fail to win. 
 » Dibine Master. My child, I am the 8ame to- 
| day, yesterday, and for ever ; the Word which 1 
_ Y have spoken s8tandeth sure. Once for all have I, 
3 a] PF C ointed certain WRORIERER VOY My Salvation 
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which. it, is to be « applied to each individugl wh 
and thinkest thou that, when I have arranged this 
immutably in My perfect wisdom, I will now-eon- 
ent to grant it unto them in. any. other way ? 
Thinkest thou that I shall be ready at'the- call of 
those who, in. their wilful arrogance, do not agide 
My holy ordinances, to give to. them, after--the 
own faghion, the very graces I have for ever linke 
to _visible rites? - That which - GoD hath v9 wane 
let no man put; agunder. Doubtless with-Me all 
things are possible; and if such were. My good 
pleasure, not only . could I convey to thee/ the 
efficacy of My Atonement, without the minis- 
trations of - My Church, to. whom. alone I have 
given , this  PoWer-—On, earth ; but I - could: at 
once, if I 8 willed it, translate thee into heaven, _ 
like My 8ervants Enoch -and Elijah ; ap /Qus} 
SPAre thee alike the. life-struggle of thy soul-with.|. * 
8in, and that which awaiteth thy mortal part in 
death. I could do' this, and; more algo, but, guch 
is not My will; and therefore, if thou wouldest|be 
8aved, 8eek thou salvation ins the way of - Mine 
ordinances, where alone thou canst obtain it. - 
Child. Thy will be done, Beloyed Master;. I 
81bmit myself to Thy good pleagure, bleased in- 
deed if, by any means, I may but 0 much. as 
touch the hem. of Thy garment, and. be whole. 


But open to me. this Oven more fully, I beseech' 


| Thee, that I may ever know most surely where to 
geek and find Thee. How is it that I have strayed 
$0. far from Thee? I knew Thy Cross was in mine 
arms, on my heart, and 80 I doubted not that 
1 was following Thee, \and- only marvelled that 


C2 hou wert 80 hidden from me. | 
- \.- Divine Magster. And well it was for thee that 


, U u didst not; relinquish thy hold upon My fgross, 
for by this means hast thou drawn Me after\ thee, 
_ to 8eek thee even in the barren and dry| land 


EIS. og; 


where no water is; into which thy ken feet 
| have strayed. And now that I have found thee 
vell-nigh perishing with thirst and hunger, I will 
y thee on OG 0p and bear thee safely 
- This, then, hath hem thy error :—thou hast 

| beheld Me outstretched upon the altar of My 
Cross, having completed a full, perfect, gufficient 
" Sacrifice and oblation for the sins of the whole 
- world; and geeing that there remained only to 
have this complete atonement applied. to” [- 
| Individual soul, thou hast thought to: accom 
that work by thy single, unassisted efforts.” Thou 
hast 8ought with thine own que od hands, as 
| it were, to take Me, the all-sufficin | 
Ay -Cross, and unite thyself anode Me; 
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canst not do, because T' have willed it eefbevich 
Come, and let us reason' together, and I will 8h6w 
thee, from the very root of the matter, wherefore 
this must be 80. : 

Thou knowest that I, taliling conipaiion ON 
the race of man, who' were for ever alienated 
from their Maker and Sole Good'by sin, did once 
for all offer Myzelf, through/ the "Eternal Spirit, 
without spot, unto Gon, that 'in My sinless 


| humanity all who should be made one with Me 


might be received into the Bosom of the FATHER, 
there to "abide with Me where I for ever dwell, 


and thus purged in My Blood from every, taint of 
8in, ineffably joined to Me in Whom eyen that All- 
Pure JEHOVAH is well pleased, they are' restored 


to the one only life and Joy of their immortal 
being,—an everlasting union with the Triunk 
Gop. 'Thou knowest how many words I gpake in 
the time of Mine earthly ; 80Journing, to- show that; 

except a man be' thus in mysterious union made, 
in very deed and truth ONE with Me; he'« in 
no case be restored to his offended and most: just 
CREATOR.” © Abide in Me, and I 'in you,” thus 
didT 8peak, «Iam the Vine, ye are the branches.” 
«No man cometh unto the FATHER, but by Me!” 
« At that day ye Shall know that I am in My Fa-| 
THER; and ye in Me, and Tin you.” /* If aman'love 


Me, he will keep My yords, and 'My PATHER 'will | 
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Our IT ods! with him.” Yea, a ke in Me, 

no man could 80 much as call for mercy, and be 
| A "1 eard; for GoD hath aid, once for all, « The 80ul 
L” at, sinneth, it shall die,” and this gentence He 
yy will not revoke, But when a man is incorporate 
Tim Who am altogether sinless, then do I offer 
his prayers before the Throne of Go, as the 
_ ery of My:pure human flesh, and they wire grant 
_ _ unto him. - And now it is most needful that thou 
_ ghouldst understand the manner :in which this 
- = union is to be effected. This thou mayest clearly 
_ 'vee, for it+ is by visible means openly. discernible 
even unto thy human eyes; namely, by the Holy 
ol Sac raments- which I have ordained within My 
Church for this especial purpose. In the first of 
ZW e8e, My Holy Baptism, this union is com- 

' menced ; 'therein, by water and the HoLY Gnosr, 
_ thou art born anew into. Me, —and into My Life, —a 
1 e which is eternal. In the second most glorious 
Be crament 'and Sacrifice, wherein thay. dost re- 
\ _ voive Mine actual Body and Blood, and T-do spe- 
| "cially offer unto Gop, on, thy behalf, that Oblation 
of Myself once made upon the Cross,: this union 
i" i gealed, consummated, and renewed ;, My Blood 
7 from that hour .is upon thee, for ever. washing 
A ay ay thy. «ins; and thou, made one with My - 


perfect 'human nature, mayest come boldly unto 
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the very Holy of holies, whither I have gon 
before Jab even unto the TRI of wy Eternal 
Gop E Himself. 

| Child. 'Thow hast well ey Food | Maater; that 
this would be plain before my eyes. ,I knew in- 
deed that, joined to Thy Sinless Body alone, could 
Ihope 80 much as to pass the gate of Heaven ; 
yea, that from the just wrath of GopD I'must ever 
hide 'myself in Thee, and /in the wounds Which 
Thou. hast opened for my reception'; 80 that He 
may look upon the only as/part of 'Thee;, Who art 
His Well-Beloyed SoNn, and altogether lovely. [| 
But now only, do I begin to perceive how vainly |. 
TI would have. 8ought to incorporate myself with | 
Thee, by the mere desire of my 8oul, and exercise 
of faith, when "Thou hast put 8uch plain and Loot 
pable means before m 

Divine Master. Th 
which hath ruined many. 
that - thou wert of chysolk cattoiont for these 
things; that thou couldst, with thine own right 
hand; and with thy. feeble arm, draw. Me down - | 
out of heaven to come tothee. | Thou hast well- 
nigh perished in the gainsaying of Core ; for thou 
knowest how he wrested to himself the office 
of the priesthood, when he had 'none _—_— ; 
from Gop, and was utterly destroyed, as though 


the- very earth/ was moved to indignation, 
/ 


; 
4 


pened. to 8wallow him up: 'Thou hast thought 
to deal by. thine own 80ul as he did by his people, 
| in the administration of holy things; f 

 soughtest, by a spiritual act, to take unto thyself 
_ My 'Body and Blood, which can be given thee by 
l  consecrated hands alone. 

Vet: Further must thou understand this matter. 
-- have said. that, except thou be in Me, thou art 
utterly 1lost ;_ for that even. thy very prayent 
useless, except I offer them in union with Mine 
oy TT , and that thou' eanst be one with Me' only 
_ through the Sacraments. Now-learn that unto - 

these, thou  canst not by any means attain, ex- 
cepting in and through My Church. - I alone' 
- dispense- these Sacraments ; but from: My hands 
' vi8ibly on earth thou mayest not receive them, 
{2 because I am gone into heaven, there to appear 
_ before: the Presence of God for thee, and there- 
| fore have. I commissioned My: Priests to act-in 
My Name, and. by My Power. . For this purpose 
_ T'have given, unto them the. gift of the HoLY - 
ST GHrosT, the Third Person in the Godhead ; for 
wh less than-GoD could give My children second 

' birth- in Me, and feed them with My very Flesh 
ar nd Blood? He, then, the Spirit proceeding 
from the FATHER and the S0N, is with them; 80 
| that whatsoever thing they do on earth, in the 
y way of My holy ordinances, is straightway 8ealed 


k py” "+ 
s S 6 , $5706, 
_ _— G 2 : 
_ . Co, ASS Ss at boob es 2 
* 


near . to bless then. Thou noch dairy Stand ako L 
an awful authority this. is with which I inde in- 
vested My representatives, by-the zolemn 1 words' Y 
uttered in conveying it, —* Receive. ye the HoL 
GHosrT !” I said, and--breathed on: them, with the N 
same- Omnipotent Breath which. made the first man 
Adam to become a living 8oul, ene \Whoges ever 8IN8 
ye remit, they. are remitted unto. them Ar 1d, whose- 

S0ever 8ins ye retain, they, are. retained. | He: that 
heareth/ you, heareth Me ; he that degpiseth. you, 
' despiseth -Me; he that receiveth you,. receiveth 
Me. a My FATHER hath ent Me, even 80 8end 
I you.” ' And from. that hour have they ministered 
unto. My. sheep/and yet do minister with the same 
power. and authority in its degree as I Mine Ow; 

Self exercised on earth. They: raise the dead from | 
the death of sin to the life of righteousness, by the . 
waters of baptism ; they. feed the hungry, hun- LE 
gering and thirsting for eternal joy, with My very | 
Body and Blood, eyen that meat which endu | 


unto everlasting life; - they heal the |8ick_ and bo 
broken .in heart, binding. up all their wounds by £3 
that ministry of: consolation, whereby they 8ay. fo - 


them, © Thy ins be forgiven thee ;” day. by: day, of 
in My FATHER'S house, they offer up the 8acri p26 


of praise and prayer: and to all these, $acerdojal WE; 


j 
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, is alone 8alvation, and. 
1s found. in Me becomes, as it were, 
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to be none other than- 


| -gate.of heaven.' 1 was 
t I did so through i | 


ow, 'LORD; that they w 


pou 


| i h the greater Prins: .17h if there be none kr 
þ ; way? Must all these multitudes perish, O my 
* Master, who look to find Thee elsewhere than 
» Þ in Thy Church? © 
+ Divine Master. Shall mortal man be more id 

" Jjust than God? Shall a man be more pure than -— 
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I now answer thee, « What is 
thou Me! p33 +. | 
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HAPTER. V. 


THE WAY OF' THE CROSS IN OBEDIENCE. | 
. Beloved Master, Thou hast” dealt very 

ly with me; Thou hast led me on by ways 
knew not, and [ have we m_ dark "08 


4 ' 
* 
” of 
" 


t go hard at first 1 to | quit that 
f 'yain delights, when Thou di 


m earthly hopes and wishes, and be SCPAa- 


hast prepared a table for me in the 
Thou hast fed me with angels" food, and 


ig OA AI 


Dh a 


"most heavy to me, and full of bitterness; 


: * ; nds og ti urtFort n7 es: 
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en he hath carried it but a little way, 
M8; 


\ 


ivinest comfort, which 
dost refuse to those whose longing 8ul doth hang 


- 


& 'T 


on Thee for life. -- 2, 4, 

Divine Master. Yea, verily, I am more ready 
to hear. than thou, to.pray. - but, wait, to 
thee more, than either thou dost Abies or deserve. 
My-love is around thee hour by | 


is in every-breath thou 


: for -gweet as* 


5 


3 For instead 


" 


278 
a 


then I had'done for Thee great things, when I 


Thy Cross upon my. deadly 8in; but now, that; : 


NE, MASTER. 


to TRY for Thee day, by day... Yet hour afte 
your flitteth by, and I discern no actual neans. 0! 


Serving Thee, my LomD/!, I, lay.me. $i 


night,'and 8ay, © What have 1 done for my goc 


LoRD this day?” and ever - the bitter. answer 


cometh, « Nought! Loaded I am with blessings 

and He hath given me all things richly. to. enjoy, 
—yea, that which is all in all, Himgelf! and yet I 
have not-even a little offering. in daily toil. to 
make to Him.” O, am I| not faithless, e88 


- Master? , Shall -not my broken vow. "be: more | 


utterly to my ecthiematicn, because to. me 1 
promises haye been 80 all abundantly fulf 


I felt not thus at first,, when. Thou didst w —_ 


rebuke me for my wicked boating ; ;| I thought 


but a little pierce my 80ul- with the- pres8ing.. 0 


have known the richness of Thy mercy, the j Joy of 


Thy salvation,—now that, I have fed upon. the 


_ 8weetness of Thy Presence, in the Bleed 'Feast 


of Thine own Flesh and. Blood, I tremble. and 
weep to think, that while Gor. Himself i 18 1a 1 I ed 
on me; I have not strength or power to rise, from 


my weak idleness, and- make Him but, the ; "loot 


_ return. 


| Divine Magter, ” Wop: but PR, jobs my 
child; yea weep, that. -Sweeter than 'all joy. and 
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away, - For thy-present- grief i 18s of the intaid! of 


defection, for-thine unwilling slackness in My 8er- 


do spring from that deep well of love for Me, which 


| thou m_ inn in | togngs: a Soul; wings-op 


fully to understand- that it is: a Very: 


and goul alike. - Thow art Mine own, pr Et 
Me in My redeeming torture, and ta aken to) 


smiles, may be to thee the- Blessed Touch. of Mine 
ownloving Hand, when I do: wipe those / 


that mourning which I have called blest, and to 
which” I have promiged 8uch exceeding! comfort, 
lutary are the tears which thou dost,ghed for thy. 


CEN 


g 


vice, yea, and precious they are unto Mey: for they 


My Pierced Hands have opened in thy soul,-. And 
now, fear thou not that they who follow Me should 
ever walk in doubt; I will soon'| make. thy way 
plain m this, which bath often been a aoneIf 
anxious thought unto My faithful servants; even 
to: know in what, actual work, from day to day, 
they . might, devote their time, their fol, their 
whole entire life, unto My service. - 

-. Understand, therefore,-that the way Wy means 
thereunto are twofold; first, by the labour which 


rid without: | Of thins interior toil 1ave alre: 
old thee omewhat ; but I would have./ the | 


Ir; wherein thou shalt find weariness: of body 


Bosom in _ Baptism; that where I am,; to 


is 


which 
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e when” 


with 


union 
ost 


dm 
there 


mental 
atten 
thou 
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of men ; according as it is written, Fe Bef 01 


prayest,-prepare thyself, and be not. 6&7 one” that 
tempteth the Lomp.” 


Be not thou alone content, to- provent the 


morning watches, and to make the liftir & 
thy hands be as an evening sacrifice. For I; C 
thee, by the nights I spent upon the cold- and 
lonely mountain, labouring for thee in heart 
wrung supplication ; let not one of - the- great 
hours of Mine agony go past, without renewing in 
Spiritual communion the. application of -My' tot- 
tures to the healing of thy 8oul. Nor.do thou 
deem these rules for the interior life are futile, and 
avail not to the weightier matters of the law ; thou 
hast fully learnt, that-in thy union with Me, alone, 
is life pregent and eternal; and the more utti Ee: rly 
thou art made like to Me in Suffering, the” mor 
deeply thou canst' as8imilate thyself to every act, 
and- thought, and sorrow of Mine earthly course, 
80 the more closely | shalt thou'be Enit to Me, 
and live in My very life. .For this cause algo b! 
command thee to; give all diligence, in keepin 
'gacred "the times and 8easons which .mar f_ 
great events of Mine existence Song menz 3 Pre 
paring thyself thereunto_ with solemn fast - ar 
watching ; ; this wert thou bound to do as ths Loy 
of My Church alone, which with 8 gracious 

p6ints out the holiest ways for the perform: 


SEL; 
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b that work . of fasting, to which I have promised 
| a recompense, great as the reward of-prayer. But 


j ; LT do love to lure thee to Myself with patient 


tenderness: and when it. injures not thy 8oul, 
to give a 8weetness to obedience by telling thee 
- the hidden, blessing it unfolds. ? 
' Therefore do I show. thee; why thou' mayest ' 
bi not keep festival with Me.or with My saints, 
till thou hast mortified thy flesh with absti- 
_nence, and chastened thy . 8oul wath |  deepest 
prayer. | For. lo, I,Myself went. not up to joy, but 
first I 8uffered pain ; I entered not into My glory 
before I was. crucified ; therefore if thou wouldest | 
be. one with Me, seek not to.joy in My glorious 
Resurrection till thou hast kept watch and fast 
with. Me, throughout the dreary. days wherein 1 

hungered in the wilderness; and till thou hast 
{ counted one by one, with weeping eyes and suffer- 
ing frame, the moments of My deepening agony; lay 
not down in 8oftness and in peace thy guilty head, 
upon that night when I was stretched on stones 
and thorns, as on a rack, beneath the load of-all 
earth's wickedness, nor let one faintest thought of 
ease uplift thy soul from lowest depths of penite 
tial-woe, upon My crowning. day of Torture. 80 
come not thou unto the Mount of Mine Ascension, 
till, by humbling « of thy soul, and outward chasten- 
ing. thou hast joined thyself to Me, Who abstained 
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not only poor, who lack the necessities of life; 2 | 
rich, who possess the good' things of this world: | 
Thou knowest that there are treasures which moth | 
and rust cannot corrupt, nor thieves break through : | 
and steal, yea, riches unsearchable, whose. .depth 
no human thought can penetrate, even the riches , | 
of the glory of this mystery, CHRIST-IN MAN, n 
the hope of glory! and lo, how many millions 
there be, bereft of these; the only true Pos8e88ions 
which can satisfy the deathless Soul ; whilst thou; 
on whom are lavished spiritual treagures, in vast 
abundance,-makest no transfer of- them” to thy * 
brethren, and then complainest that thy days pass q 


by in idleness! Yet these thy heavehly riches, like | 
- the widow's cruse_of oil, could never waste, how- / 
ever much thou mightest give forth of them ; for 


though it were permitted thee, to supply the very 
world itself, thou couldst never diminish the 8tore 
for thine own 8oul. \'Look round, then, on ws, 
whole world lying in' wickedness, and linger 
no more, 80 falsely mourning ' thine” ingot on; 


2 
_ 


 set thy hand with hearty zeal unto the work, ne 


go thou forth to labour in My vineyard, even "Uh, 
the going down of thine earthly sun. LL 
 Thilv. Alas, good Master, there is in' tht 
a lack of labourersin Thy vineyard : they are for, 
though the harvest is 80 plenteous ; but what am 


I that T Should Ds aa to teach others, "_ 


5 


_ . 


world's goods, and they 80 rich in heave 
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hap y may be myself a castaway ?” I am not one 


"Thy Priests, commissioned and gifted by the 


HoLy: . GnosT: if I myself scarcely be 8aved,- 


Scause” of weakness and great 8in, how 8hall 

geek to: rescue others ? 

Divine "Maxster. My child, wi the young 
man of whom I spake, went away from Me sor- 
rowing becauge of My words, what'was his sor- 
row unto Mine, Whom he abandoned? | Beware 
lest thou follow in his steps, misled by a false 
humility, which is too often the. cloke to indo- 
lence ; know that the very lowest and humblest of 
My children may minister to Me in the person of 
My poor. For if thou hast but one mite, thou art 
rich to him who lacketh | all things pertaining 
to this life; and in spiritual- blessings, if thou 
hadst but once caught the whisper of My N ame, 
JzsUs, Who saveth His people from their 8ins,— 


thou couldest bestow a deathless treasure upon him 2 


who never' hath 80 much as heard, if there be any 
SAVIOUR. | Yea, even if thou wert 80\] oor in this 
uy things, 
t neither after this fashion couldest thou serve 


them ; think not thou art exempt for this from 


ministering unto them; for still if nought els is 


left thee, thou canst go forth and give them Love / 


that which, above all other things, I claim from 
hee. | Go to Woes in their sickness and affliction, 


weep- with them that weep, rejoice wt | 
do: rejoice; thine be: the voice. of. comf 
hour. of trial, of tenderness m eds time - 
80lation; : thine be. the arm to. pillow the. weary: | 
head ; wash thou the feet of the aged and infirm ; y 
to. the bereaved. be thou. a. child, and. A 
fatherless a. parent, and to all; for: 
8ake, a; seryant./ . Begides all this, paid I .ever: Ht 
unto.. thee that thou -shouldest ,.do: thy work; | | 
unguided ? have I not-s8et My Priests/as ovyergeers: | [ 
among. you, that. they should: send: every. .man.;to' | | 
labour. according - to his yocation- and capacity? OE | 
L.. charge thee. lift. not .thy - hand, nor 8tir-.one - | 
GP. pan My Fold,; except by their coungsel and \ Ft 
; g0.8ubmit thyself unto -them,'and fear _ | 
not - oi that they will find thee\work enough, to 4 Bj3 
fill this life until-I-come: to call thee... > © »- > | 
_ Child. Master, I bow me down: i in hame: 
confusion. of face, to.\think I should- have, dared 
to-doubt, that what- Thou didst, command would Y || 
be made possible-even unto'me; it is enough \T-go « Þ 
to-8eek Thee, where the desolate and. poor, ifl 80ul  }; 
and wm Shall give me the unutterable Joy of 
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work vithin thy nj L may not- kg ypovey al | 
mocking 8erVice offered unto Me: hope not thou/ it 
to join thine own. eage and desires: with the labour i | 


{ | jy" 
4 4 


%* 


need be; in oufferings and in "rathittngs toil thou 
on ; 8it not thou by blazing hearths, when I with- 
\\ out am 8hiyering in the blast; lay thee not down 
F/ on' couch of eage, when I am boring through 
©. the hours of rest for scanty brez } 
l pleasure in the 8ummer woods, w whe I'am 
bed. of pain; and in all thy 1 labour ses that thou 
i attend the first, unto the claims which I have-set 
i around thee in thy life, by ties of blood /and- of 

dence; not.until all the work is done which 
Lhave-.gizen thee to do in thine immediate sphere, 
man. thou go forth to geek: a wider range 
of ugefulness; for great is thy charge, if even one 
cabs little-lambs of My pure fold be given thee 
to lead in. paths of holiness; and it ball be, My 
beloved child, that when thou hast but made trial 
of My fy Soul ai: nt within thee 


Non wh a Voice all 6 SAY to rd he gave 
to; Me on eaxth / their love. and: their Rn, 
id ye blegsed of My FATHER ! 


CHAPTER VI. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS IN FERATVERANES. 

Divine Master, Why ; is thy 80ul's0 lbhy: 
O My child, and wherefore is it 80 disquieted within 
thee? Dost thou droop already on; the ao 
path, that leadeth to the Home of thine Etc 
Love? Have I/ not had compassion on thee; 
as once upon the multitude who followed Me, like, 
thee, into the Wilderness, and by a greater mira: 
cle than ever I wrought for them, provided thee' 
with heavenly food, lest thou faint by the- Ft ? 
Behold, in the strength of that meat, thou 1 
est go even unto the Mount of Gop, and ' On 
well that thou shouldest falter thus,—when on. 
that far drearier road, —Mine awful way of Sor- 
rows,—T hasted with such eager Feet, and would 
not be deterred, though every step from agony to. | 
agony 8till drove Me on unto the congummation / 
of My Torture ; whick I ge for, as thou longest, 
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* I might..build up for pet an-everlasting. joy.? 

ſ My child, i in all that bitter course, from My fi 

__ gh upon. My Virgin Mother's Breast, u ne 

» _ and the last, I breathed expiring/ on the 
: | EIT which: for thy Sake was unto 


down. yp Craes, as. thou. hast done this LOW 
Where were. thy Hope, if ever. I had yielded. to 


apent, with anguizh ? .and wherefore 
relaxed thy hold, and knelt thee down bezide 
ere, as though no man cared for thy ms ang. 


Knoweat- thou not, that in thy. patience tim 

8688 thy 8oul, till the brief tyranny of life 
ast, and thou art called to rest for ever? 
yhill le, and all that makes existence on this | 


|: a the feeble knees, for of heaviness —_ death, 
and: the heaviness of the heart breaketh strength. 

Well. is it/ for thee, that thou hast, not- left thy 

|. Cross when: thou. didst get it: down, and hast. xe- 

y & zolred at, least to: kneel -beside it, for it had not 
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called on Me, well-nigh unconsciously, in groan- 
_ | ings which could not be-uttered.__, 
Thily, Divinest Master, were it not that oven 
my unclean lips refuse 80 to blas LIM 
everlasting mercy, now should I zay—it is i in | 
that Thou hast left the ninety and the. | 
heep, all folded safely in/Thy Blesxed, Pa 
to follow after me the one 'most. lost and en 
for if all 
abundance "of "Thy SACTAmN 
eulens b | Th 
yea, and backward in npked Nod why : 
gushing waters from'a rock, what- cat 
g avail me now, eave 
condemnation OE: | 7 
lag pane any CH . 
all things. Behold My Spirit, hath not ceased \\F 
strive with thee, neither have I condemned = Bb 
, Yea, Lomp, but Thou hast 8aid to me, | 

« Go and 8in no more;” and I have gone and ginned | 
again—not once ngr twice, but in eaqh hour ant | } 
moment of my-life! Oh, Master, who didst-praz : þ 
for Thy cruel enemies, with hands -outstretched 

| , Wb; 


thom, I do not doubt Thy 
Q cont -agine) Gia homloodat' ths =» 9 
ant- cometh- unto Thee, laden. even” with/ the | 


FP 


of amended life, straightway Thy pardoning 
invisible are laid upon his head, and-from his 8oul 
the dark stains pass, as clouds before the Rizing 
: for it is written that when the leper knelt to 
hee, and 8aid; * LoRD, if Thow wilt; Thou canst 
make-nie | clean,” IMMEDIATELY Thine answet 
came, with healing power, «TI will; be thou 
1t is- this very Joad of merey, leaving to my 


: guilty goul no shadow of excuse, that I 86 dread 
may weigh me down, even-to' the Goapout hell 3 for : 
F Sin no more,” that just req 


—_— bent: tap very haves, and ring 


| «Go, and 8in_no_more,” Alks! alas!'and 1. 
believe the very last breath which thee lips ahall 
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prin I have vubya- its / diol ine in 

 Sharp'is that: Cross,—mournful is that way, QT 
_ what: availeth me to walk init, if I drag; aft 
me for ever this indestructible pollution, '» y 
cannot enter into Thy Pure Presence, but mut. 
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, 
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Surely cause me to. be congumed, by: hw: Bright- 
ness of Thy Coming ?  / 5 T9 F 


- "Master, now will I «how Thee "oP it Kath beets. 
with me, When I first. erouched beneath Thy 
Feet, allured by Thy Dear Love, and felt'Thy'Ten- 
der Hands most gentlylay the Cross upon my heart, 
and heard Thy Voice 80 8oftly speak/to me of that 
Sweet Home, where Fshould rest for ever in Thine 


Sheckatiog Art lemred-to-the ns 3-Toms © |: 
have died, ere T had taken the accursed thing-untq —Þ:! 
my heart again, and driven Thee out thence, whose x 
dwelling Place my. bosom had become in SAC « | * 


tal visitings, But alas! with the promize.yet. upon + | | 


my'lips, I felt some breath of sin renewed go st4 
ing through my Soul, and ewift it roge up/as's d 4.2 
foul mist; obscu the glory of Thy Presence there, I 
whilst others follow Wed d hard views its heels and pe 'j 
able. Then I bows me, to Win sharp | | ; 


Aiseipline Thou didst command, and- dragged -up 
all that hateful mass into the. Uglt 'of day; before. 


{ 


1e pityin ti of men we came, & Liks th 
hose which Thou, didst utter on! the trembling 
foman,—** Thy are forgiven theez go in 
zeace.” But oh ,my LORD, dear LORD of great corn 
ASSLON, SCATCEe hs cleansing power passed with 

healing balm and precious ointment through 
my fainting spirit, when some fresh- tair 
creeping in; and tained the new-wash 


of my soul \again! nor hath it been ove: aliindy 
but ever thus ! - How: often I have vowed deep in 
heart; that could I hear that voice of peace 
}I never would revoke its sweet deeree by my 


Phtedie 7 


own ewift-recurring in z and. yet when to my | nNg- 
ig prayer that consolation hath anew been given; 


_ anew have I destroyed it, by my own dark: fail- 


 And-80, in like manner, if I have dared 
zach Thine Altar, and awed _ very: Self 
Lovel how baatly, habe. Ia Thee, Thou 
Huest Divine ? for ever. taking Thes to tabernacle 
U:9np> heart, amid: the very- vices; which have 
jerced Thine Own in sharpest wound/ Oh-whey 
L "<9 felt. Thy Presence, | in that Sacrament; 
rhe! Thiois-Aaet: dqoid -60./5ary; rhe! £6) dad AHI 
z08t 6.1 OE it Was «mad a _ O_o: in 
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are even spent,- when the» very” triumph of 
their rest is close at hand ; for in the midst-of all 
these fierce asaults, their feet 'are ever ona rock 
goes: with 'them- ungeen, and that 
'is I Myself the\ CErIsT, Wert B.9T 
id. ah Foo op mY is very Sweet” to 


17 Os WG De eo 1 7 ant 


vall-ofdoaifort, what the conl-in topa & 


'' bythe; fiery (darts of the Wicked — y 
” Thou iz dont, not. eo: 100 =_—_ wmtbers reed, nor gon a 
'N mn the peace. | "Thy blond words 


) child” Ou For 8urely it is my own 
"0 we own wy TOs has well-nigh! 


\- 


_——___ 
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"of Sides the Unoton' from the Holy One; 
which was go ret mn me/with the flame 'of my 
old; - I. have: not 'rem 
as Thou didst command 'me;; I have not 


| 8 8till-a battle; and: never & 
| the cel prvng of y Cro 


= 
wy 


—_— of the sweet +4 eee of hops, to 


none in all my life should be modo p\ its"un- | | 
relenting load—that TI must never cea8e to porne- | > | 
outs myself, and endure such cont: 


aweet; and 80 it came to Pa88, 
| at last, a faithless child, have laid: the: burden 
-and my poor. trembling feet no more have ' || 
a step upon: that rough ascent; but-T have | 
knelt me here beside it; I have not turned un 
the paths of earth again; for'if thy'Bri 
| for the sweetness ITT | 
geek to feed cs ke panha _ 


"ivw/el how/fcs Hanks ban Mytacked frame and | 
i 


j 
Y 


- F 
©. 
7-8 
: TOTES: 
CO PTS... ag «> 
we KITE ao ar rg ant, PEE 
re” "OW a ARK 1-0 f 
. Br LETS 
+. ASI OP 
5 F229 rh wn EI 1 


VEINS 
PL? xp Aux; Pn es 


LIES 


Ie I "30> 


A 


patient, to the end T. did endure and meekly bowed 


out through h five os chastly rents ;. 8even times, 
My Lips were from whence one brief 


by. their word was made, for ever reeling to 
destruction' from before My: Face; seven times 
they were unclosed, and I spake only to intercede, 
, to console, to pray, and to 8ubmit z but 
never to wRY +. « It 1 is. too by” ans Res My Cross 


May,ta: oh the —w—_—_——_ of ceiiacies of men 
for- evermore to perish - in their sins.. Patient, 


My Head, nor. yielded \up the Ghost,'till I had 
drained the Cup of My Dread FaTHER's wrath, 
Liths _ Seas And now desirin for My 


iniaigy 1t cont all the power of that 
then lit up the world in purest 
glory, A am fled from the: awful 


thom. that they should take the likeness- of My 
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of. My Face in. death, I have but-asked' of ” 
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£4 Forth : Ee : LY 
Ta _—_ ne "hin the. yas" tem be | 
glorious, —* IT '18/ FINISHED,” wherein” I told'as P 
ws | | 


world's redemption, —and gently fall asleep.1 
This only have I asked, in return for all- 
Agony of Love, that they should follow” the ex- 
ample of My Patience, in order -that they may | 
share My Glory ; ' and thou from this brief con- 
_ 8tancy hast turned, O on woos child, and eayoet;” | 
«It, is too hard for me!” 

CThily.. But-:never more, my Lokp, oh never 
more will I with such ingratitude repay the long- 


 guffering of Thine all-enduring Tenderness ! bear 


with, me. yet-a- little, Thou Who didst heal the | 
wound of- Male hus, when he came, with. cruel {j| 
heart, to bear Thee! unto Judgment and- to death 
though I s0- many times have fallen from: The | 
and Thou as often, with unwearied . care, ;hast | 
stretched forth Thy Bleazed Hand again, wy 
drawn me back unto Thy Breast, O-iny + LORD, | 
the very mother had: not known. 8uch. Love. un- 


quenehable for her own first-born « | 


hast shown to- me, in. all my many kn, 
and therefore I dare yet once again to plead with 
Thee, -that Thou wouldest pardon this. my last | ; 
abborred defection; for Thou hast shown' me all } 


its hideousness ; and I would that mine: _—_ were 
/ 
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= A. doth, cio emmy 


return for | the mercy that endured unto 


la 1 many a broken yow! | May rott 
_y / my my but it 8eemeth to me now, as thang 


1ee, in even the faintest thought ; ; yet once more 
then with Thine accustomed /pity, Gentlest LoRD, 
to me the cause of this last hateful fall, that 
L Lay -shun it as I would the d 
Divine Magter. Thou wilt do: well;: my 
| thou mayent: zee at onee wherein|thine-errox 
- consisted ;\ thou hast lacked the: grace of 
: EVERANCE, without which all: other -yirtues 


— mus, be 8et-on 
all the ke we; and : 
poured -out upon dived mn he aiding .of - 

will they break from thy weak: 
grace of Mine elect, the 


the reach of even the feeblest of My gervants..-. 
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THE DIVINE MASTER. 


NEVEr-C aging watch over each temper, feeling, 
ord, and deed; the flame of thy first zeal 8oon . 


Þ U T ned. away, when thou didst find. thyself 


ig morn: after morn' to 'a- renewed gervi- 


i *, in every 8hade- and- breath. of: thy 8oul's 


- Thou who wert. eager for the torture-and 


the '-death, hast stumbled- at the little self-de- 


Is perpetually. recurring, the- little acts-- of 
ourly and unseen submission, which seemed unto 


thyzelf : an offering scarcely- fit for Mez- each one 


were easy, as a Separate 'deed, but to. find no 
single moment free from ome slight crossing 
of thy: will, hath seemed' a trial -too- great. for 


thy poor strength, oh thou who fearedst/not.to ask 
For martyrdom. And. a martyr thou -shalt \|be, 
but in My own chogen way ; even in all the com- 


mon duties of thy sphere, never neglected through 


- "weariness and gloom, but never winning.human 


: _ as deeds: of high devotion would, - - - -. 

- Thou must practise the grace of perseverance a 
| vording as I'will that all-should learn it; not, as 
in the first transports-of a 8oul called out, to follow 
Me, when a thousand beams of light celestial seem 


to shine upon: the heavenward path, even ecstatic 


hope, and ardent zeal, a sense of /purest love for 
Me, and loving 8ympathy from tender friends, who 
hail with joy: a fellow-servant in the faith ;' but 


in. obscurity and: 8oberness, when all these- have 
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THE WAY OF THE CROSS IN HOLY ZEAL. 
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RD, I'know that 


e of Sorrow, and' Thy Death of 
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Bleazed One?. or doubt, that the tial ne 
7 depart, and the hills be removed, but/ that /Th 
kindness shall never depart from me, nor. th} 
covenant of Thy Peace be removed ?. for The F- 
art in very truth the Lord that hast mercy on m :. 
Divine Master. Who gaye thee then- th t 
Cross, which I now find thee MOnung to. diminisþ, 
' with 8uch gelf-willed ardour?. | 
Child. LORD, Thou knoweat all ings, Thea a 
knowest that in Thy Loye nd in Thy. Pity. Thou 
Thyself didst give it me, that by by it might, work 
out my salvation, and Thou in --me WEAR "we 
the travail of Thy 80ul and be satisfied. wh 
Divine Master. Was I then; ignorant of fin 
nature when I laid it on thee? Had L no know- 
ledge of its sharpness P HA, ” 
Chily. - Oh wherefore dost Thou TO me th "r » 
Alas, my LoRD, and who 80 well as Thou $houlF 8t 
know the uttermost extent. of all its bitterne{s, 
when the very Hands with which Thou gave 
it me, were 80 deep wounded by its powet !,, if 
"Divine Master. And thou knowing al 
Ry having -yet further learned that I did. '} F 
on'thee this Cross, with the sole intent of fittin« 
thy weak 8oul, by.its pure discipline for an eterna. 
' joy in Heaven, , till hast not 'feared with thj 
rebellious hands, to tamper with the burden, Mine 
had 8haped for thee, and 8eek-/to leepen, its NY 
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rote k as thou art; thou aicdibiek: teins to be 
4 freed ; p- Know, that how far 80 ever thou dost rob, 

thyself 'of thine appointed discipline; by.80 much: 
dost thou make thyself less fit to xee'My Face in 
Glory; less prepared to stand before Me at the 
Tudgr ent Day, _ ready to arise and\ meet Me 
when My fearful midnight Calt shall come, thrill- 
ng through the hn world—s0 awful that the 
uving \ahall _ to opp _- the ous shall ains 
to live again! 

Child. O Lorp, hacks dreadful are Thy: wes! 
my spirit faileth me for fear. Alas! have Idealt so 
madly with myself, as to: frustrate, even in .the 
least degree, Thy work of grace within my 80ul? 
Fn ws ly T'knew it not; for __ that hour when 


Eternal 'Pre as} can: by be anardod. unto/'s 
( they of Love, I would have died-ere.I'had 
thrown aside Thy ' Cross for even a: single day ; 
though I confess that I have 8ought, when heart 


and flesh seemed fainting, at: the long slow trial, 


> hun all wu gy of that constant TO 
"Ah: child, it hath befallen 
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of the human. being, from 


bes THE DIVINE MASTER. 
Child: But 80/ to 8ee Thee, Blessed LoRD, in | 
_ Perfect Glory , and Thy Perfect: Love; what 
anot —— Ju of glow and yer deepenin | 
'N 


and how ascend a little nearer to Thy —_ Jil 
and to Thy Dwelling; for I discern in Thy _— 
Words, that for me the end is not yet, and the land 
of my Desire. And Thy Promise, is yet indeed a . - 
land, that is very far away. Yea, LORD, I feel-it | 
must be 80; for if I 80/ much as think mathe 2g} } 
Hour when Thou halt rend the heavens, and come 
down in the Glory of Thy Majesty, to shake terribly ' 
| the earth, when Thou halt. rebuke "the nations, | 
and ' they sball rush- like” the rushing of "many 
waters, and flee far off, and be chased as the. chaff _ 
of the mountains' before the wind, —T feel, p 
the very depths of my poor, 8oul, that, I'am by 
how far too weak \and tainted 'to' endure | 
| Brightness of Thy Coming, till I have been puritiea”, # 
and 8trengthened it may be seven times'in the fire ! | 
TI felt not thus, good 'Magster, even now, when 
Thou didst find ' me with coward hand, striv-! 
ing to lessen my dear Cross, and strip my need- 
ful duties of- all the pain and bitterness; whicl 
could wring from them by x6lf-indulgence, and ' 
a' cold fulflinent of their bare requirements, 


but Thou dost' ever bring conviction of my 
f 

l 

) : b: | þ 


; in actions all unconsciously | 
' dost 8ghow me to myself in 
as in a mirror;' and ever when Thou'dost 


the: hateful Image aa OK I do ws; 

j | d 'hide- me in 'Thy 
i ns; however hard, which Thou wilt | 
. - ' for this most longed-for transfo 

id now I bless Thee, O watchful S 
|; hast come to'stay my- 
| in their base work, ere I had 'time yet more" to 
88en- that poor offering of: my bounden duty, 
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80-mean and vile already. O gird me anew with 
trength,” that I no more may 8eek to ease my 


shoulder Sos this 8acred R—_ ; 'Teaoh - me 
| g i Uplift's a hs Thy B 


"ay" Los, for except Thy Love be written 


?.> O' 8et.-me up- on" the "Rock that/is 
er than I, and-.show me where upon. the 


' thee: -stretoh/ 'them' forth in prayer 
 and' both will ever: come 
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en to faink, and to. congume away, fort 
fervent desire 
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 8till in wickedness, though My deep expirin & (> ig 
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till by ardent disciplir 


an habitation for "the mighty; God 'of Taos, ip 
Hast thou looked round' upon this! world lyi wy 


was breathed out over it, to infuse : 


hope, and righteousness within the dead & e- 2 
rupting mass, as in- like manher from My B Zres 


the Spirit passed into the first man's goulless 
and -hast thou longed, with vehement desire, to 
give, if _need- be, thy whole life's energy to/labou 
in that vineyard I watered: with My Blood, ay« 
constrain it to. yield up-8ome little: fruit-to M >; 


| yea, hast thou 80-pined and yearned to devote thy 


whole 8elf, who art all Mine, unto My work, tha 
thou wouldest,/rather spend thyself in toil; whit 
could not profit, if none better were provided, | 
do nought for: Me' on earth P. This is \true = ; 
—and where hath been thine, My child 


Y 


that thy sorrow be after a godly gort—dare not t 4 
rest contented, with mourning thy great weakne 
and thy in, and with" only a dim desiring to. 


k% b 


more like to those, who loved Me unto Death and 


Torture ; for many:there be who grieve My: Hot x | 


oy © 


SPIRIT with such ' profitless bewe 


their idle moan for that which. _y have power 
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Thily: Alas, Good Lond! 
Divine Master. Thou weepest ? but take pd 


dy, without a thought, that: in' 80 doing they 
are uttering the very 8entence of their own deep 
condemnation—for if they know their faithlessness, 
and 4 4 to 8erve Me, with a Living Love, for 
bearing fruit in; noble deeds of high devotion, - 

what hindereth them to rise up, and to be-as' very 
\gaints? The Spirit and the Bride say, *« Come." 
God in Heaven, and the Churchion earth, are on 


4@-: 


their 8ide; waiting - to be-/ gracious, - and to lead 
them. with a mighty Hand, and with a'stretched 
out Arm; to.the-loftiest height of holiness-and zeal, 
—yea: even: to Perfection, —but they are satisfied 
with expending all their grief in hollow lamenta- 

tions; not stirring hand or foot to overcome their 
failing - nature, and be strong in Me, as the very 
feeblest on this earth may be, if they have but a 
resolute ; purpose, and: a hearty will. Nay verily, 
I 8ay to thee, they take-a very pleasure, subtle 
and unconscious, in telling those whose sympathy 
they seek, how deeply they bewail their feebleness 
and guilt ; for in the very words, wherewith they 
mourn their little love for Me, their.deep deceitful 
Heart would rather hope 'to prove its/greatness ! 
Out of their own mouth will I judge them ; be not 
thou like to them ;- take heed - that thou fall :not 
into a snare 80 common-—has: thine own heart 
judged- thee 'as lacking zeal and love unto; this 
hour? Weep then! but weep not only: be up 


eby to 8erve and- honour: Me! But! ;; 
mpegs --moS: 8eck the da 

t, nor make it/an. excuse unto thyself* 
hidden from thee; for: 
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Heaven of Heavens, like to him, 
who wrote for thee at 


wiy ul with longin 
Wk 


by Thy side-for-6ver? 
that ever thou mightest pass, s0'much as- 
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threshold, of. that sinless Drelling 1 Yea, Ijsiy 
3% unfo thee, foragmuch jas thou thyself. dost crugity 
|| Me. afresh, by all thy many ins, thou shouldes 
239 gcarcely dare to ask for aught, save/only to egcape 
Is hell-fire. Thine evil deeds. do pierce My Hands 
we anew ; thy wandering steps do rend My Bleedi ng 
bt Feet; thine every 8inful thought doth open: wither 
33 yet. the. gaping wound of My pure Heart; avd 
35%1 dost thou not. fear. to- think, thy zeal should 8till 
| | Ml require to be fed with hopes, that thou ;mightegt 
' find a place upon. My. Right Hand or-My Left? 
Shouldest thou not do all, which thy whole 8oul 
and life, and .uttermost energy, may accomplich, 
only to win thyself an entrance there? | 
But I will -have compassion on thee, and- auicke f 
now thy fainting 8oul and lagging steps, by how: |: 
ing thee somewhat of the richness, of that exceeding | 
* MW Great Reward, which I have prepared. for thoge | 
73d who love. Me most.. Thou knowest- that the im- 
F Il mortal -80ul of man, the Breath of Gon, which 
|;  * came from Him, can find no rest nox-joy,: yea, 
nought- but suffering and desolation, until to Hir 1 
Ef it doth return. The one sole bliss'for which it wg 
2M created, and which alone can catisfy. it, is 0 
ys ' be with Him, and-to know Him in His perfe=t 
2 Ma! Beauty; but as He'is altogether Holy, the very 
| Fount and Boundlessness of Purity, 80 by holiness 
alone, .can the 8oul be: made capable, in SOIme 
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and of happiness which it ha 
oy with Gop eternally, must be inexact 
;0n to. the amount. of purity unto. which 
NPeS.. on re and thus Noon each \ 


oO! the utmost extent of bliss 


utterly y in de has haxatitle ocean of de! is 


maturity may know, kt Hy to the utmost of - 


zeity ; yet differing in kind and in degree ; for 
et felicity My little ones are capable of 
, could never satisfy him who hath put away 
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s exalted nature of the bliss, which he in the ripe 
| ness of his powers could know. ' © 
© Byreason, therefore, of the Blessed lth mile 
T have now unfolded unto thee, My: chosen- must 
| be yery zealous in this world, to-knit themgelves 
_ to Me in 8uch a close and perfect ution;/asfighall | 
_ ſatisfy the cravings of their Love to all eter!\ty. - 
Chily. O Loxp, and unto me giv ve gre: 20 to_ 
come 80 near Thee now in pure Uevotion; that 
I may dwell within Thy Very Bosom there for 
ever! Good Master, I do clearly understand ; Thy 
words ; I see it is a fatal error to suppose that our 
Soul alt Spirit undergo a 8udden tran formation. 
at the hour of death; rather the stripping- off. of © 
the mortal flesh doth but lay bare' their real state, 
and shows how far they are fitted to be glorified i an 
Thee. And now although Thou 8aidest tri ly, that 
for me it were enough to hope I might excape t 
punishment of hell, yet, LokD, Thy teas ii: 
have inflamed my soul with passionate*c < abr, 
80 to struggle nearer and nearer to Thee A this 
Life, that TI may know "Thee hereafter oy 1 as 
THoD ART! And this will I strive to do; 86. | OP 
me Thy Pure —_ | 
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exalted nature of the bliss, w 
nes of his powers could know. 

By reason, therefore, of the! Blessed Truth which 
I bave now unfolded unto thee, My chosen must 
be very zealous in this world, to- knit 'themselve 
to Me in such a close and perfect union, as $ha 
satisfy the cravings of their Love to all eternit; 

Chily. O Loxzy, and unto me give. g 
come 80 near 'Thee now in pure Gol, 
I may dwell within Thy Very Bosom there for | 
ever! Good Master, I do clearly underst and "Thy 
words; I see it'is a fatal error to 8uppose t that our 
Soul ET Spirit undergo a 8udden transformati 
at the hour of death ; rather the stripping off of 
the mortal flesh doth but lay bare their real tate, 
and Shows how! far t they are fitted to be glorified i In. 


for me it were enough to hope I might escape the 
punishment of hell," yet, LokD, Thy rea8Qninþs 
have inflamed my soul with \passionate dexire, 
80 to struggle nearer and nearer to Thee in this 
Life, that T may know Thee here: 
THoU ART! | And this will T strive to do,'s 80 ; ety 
me Thy Pure Spirit a 
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JHAPTER- VIII. 


Y I , 


I; Save me, O GopD; for : the watery are 
2ome- in, even unto my 8oul. I stick fast in the 
mire, where no ground is; 1 am come into deep 

80 that the | floods-run. over me; . Be 


-I8 degolation within me,—trouble, and 
ush,—and 1 Shall be 
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e time, by no means 


"but i is a trial, at the 8am 
and in the instances where it does occur, it 
only the most extreme uffering, but also a' fatal 
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perish in a very wil "” 0: 
art not, and where T hav 
it seems a very ae End 22e% to call 6n Thee, when 
faith is dead within my goul.: Alas! how, .oweet 
and easy 8eem unto me now, the tribulations 
pined at in my days of blessed hope; for then, 
however manifold my weaknegses and' 8ins, I 8aw 
Thee till above. twy path, the Bright and ATI: 


Star, leading me up unto eternal day. /-And now- 


behold the light is darkened in the very heaven 
where I thought to find Thee, and I see nought, 
in all this dark bewilderment, but hell with ready 
fires desiring my lost, 8oul, and death pony 


$00N to lead me into it. 


Divine Mazter. Peace, be «tilt; be «til, and 
know that I am GoD. Wherefore art thou « : 


which have been given to; persons thus afflicted, 
of the. most experienced guides of souls in our 
cage of some who stand sorely in need of omfort, 

also. convey a. profitable lesson to others, SD GE 
mercifully spared 80 painful a visitation, by teaching them the 
Sity. of an abiding/faith and constancy through eotry 
species of temptation. Fagan no/2 yarn en7 coun of 
vous, dread. of bec &- | | | 
they have not 
rusal of it. 


d > 


=> 
— 


no man'openeth ? I know thy works; and behald 
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e against. thee ? Am I not He that 
penioth, FR no-man 8hbutteth, and shutteth, and 


IT have 8et before thee an open door, and : 
can hut it; for thou hast kept My Word, a 
astnot' denied My Name. Tam thy light and thy 


ulvation j "hom then shalt thou fear ?; Iam the 
gth of thy life; of whom then shalt thou be 


| afraia P Faint not, therefore, but hold fast, thy 


ndlan' agony. out thy: heart bef ies 


_— to Me LGSraies, md dbab6adk thas T 
_ - will give'to thee the blezsing of peace. |, / 
©-Chily./ 'O' LomD my Go, 'Thy pitying ite 
gh me deeper down into the: abyas of con- 
emnation! If it were to. an open enemy that I 
had done this dighonour,—if aught/ 8ave my' faith: 
1 Thee had failed-me, I could have borne it;-but 
it was even Mn me own aboyad ner _ 


goo 


© OWN 1 friend mt have t 


ter th and Sr ears! | But now. 
must I tell Thee how this 'scourge hath come-upon- 
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although even at this hour I discern Thee 1 hot, 
good Master, and Thy. voice to my: bewildered 
Spirit is as: the voice of one that” he” Ss in an 
unreal dream. | 
'O, my- LokD, Thou Lavin how;. long the | 
weary--way, 8tep- by step. I have:-come- after : 
Thee, and. how 'Thou hast: led | me -Thyzelf, by * 
Thy loving: Spirit, through the land-of | righteous- - 
ness, holding me/by the-right hand, and guiding | 
me with Thy -counsel; till I: verily believed. Thou 
wouldest hereafter receive me with. gloryz- and | 
Thou: knowest: how, allured by Thy gracious /\ 
teaching, I have-gone- as it were from strength-to' 
8frength, adding to my. repentance: humility, and: ' 
to humility -perseverance, and to perseverance | 
zeal, till it zeemed to:me, as the times 'of refresh-.: 
ing at Thy holy altar grew more/and more divinely 
blessed, that T had entered even into Thy very heart; 
through the way opened for me by the deep wqund., 
in Thy side. And O, in that Pure Heart,:the Centre. 
and; Focus of Eternal Love, the; Holy;Shrine -of 
Perfect. Charity which never faileth, what -s\ eet-|. 
ness of ineffable repose was mine !' How did I.rest,. 
there in peace which passeth understanding !- But, 
oz uddenly, i inthe very fulness' of, my joy,'when 
most my 8oul was full of hope that 1, who for Thy:: 
zake had made it hard unto myself to live, -should. 
find it sweet to die, there \came to me, like 'aharp, 
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arrows 8hot into my brain, latating doubts of the 
very foundation. of the faith itself!. Blagphemous 
thoughts rose up .in me. against 'Thee, which I 
abborred with an exceeding abhorrence, and ; yet 
they 8eemed, as it were, a part of mine own mind. 
Dark surmises haunted. me, and. distracting. rea- 


'80nIngs tore my. spirit from its, rest and hope, and. 
cast me out, helpless and sinking, into that:awful 
ocean of eternity, where all must be. engulfed 
and. perish, except they cling unto Thy. Cross, as 
a. drowning: man. unto the floating wood, and 80, 
upborne | by, | it, drift, 8afely. to the overeating 
8hores.” 
_ | I eannot tell Thee, Tn: through. whas a ds 
ing.chaos of perplexity and doubt,. my wretched 
soul- hath. passed &ince. then ;. doubt, ever” inter- 
mingled with intensest love. for Thee, till now, 
when. my. heart acknowledgeth and: desireth no 
other LoRD 8ave Thee, I am. yet, as it/were, pos- 
sexed with an evil spirit of unbelief!.. O, said I 
not. well, I am; most utterly undone ? for without 
faith, it is, impossible. to; please Gobi, 
- Divine. Master; And hadst-thou no faith, thou | 
lt not. desire to please Him! but now hast 
thou, in actyal;fact,. a loving [and a. true. belief, 
which. the malicious enemy hath clouded over for 
alittle season, to. the great discomfort of thy. Soul. 
. Yet fear not. thou, My..child, for: he hath z88alled | 
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thee with this eruel thin having great, wn 


. in Me, thy bitter struggle merged in perfect re 
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use he knoweth that his time is —_— 
knoweth that yet a little while, and thy sore con- 
flict shall be over, and thou shaltgently'fall naloop 


Therefore this is his hour, the hour of his temp-. 
tation; for when he hath offered 8in unto. thy 

zoul, he hath no more that he can do. He eannot | 
force thee + to iighons thy pe aan robe yan the Þ 
grace, _ it ivon atied-bo als hn. 
he sought to tempt thee, by the lusts of the flesh, 
or the vain glories of the world; he hath deviged 


this last and cruel azsault, —wherewith, if it were. 


poesible, to deoeſve ( even gthee, Mine own elect, 
and cause thee, by his vile suggestions, loot the | 
shipwreek of the faith; that 80, having loet 
hope which was thy very life, thou mightest, in _ 
thine uttermost despair, ourge Gop, and die. Ss 
Yea, even as it befel My righteous/ s © (| 


Simon, Satan hath degired to have thee, that 
might sift thee as wheat; but I have prayed or 
thee, that thy faith fail not : wherefore be strong, 
O child, greatly beloved; yea, I say unto thee, be | 
strong. There hath no temptation taken thee 
but 8uch as is common unto men ; and it any; 
that if thou wilt hold fast thine integrity, and t 


/ 
1 


bots 


chall return to theo with an_abundanos and » 


into- erenest joy, if I could but disvern 


well, in-dark reality, that all 'the while faith is 


ce in Me, firm unto the end, thou halt be 
; and the peace which thou hast loet 


eetness of eternal rest, greatly indeed: beyond 


ed ae thou heat looked fory=—in' Vibes wade ws 


I restored 'unto- My faithful Job, twofold more ' 
than he had before, of 'all that was taken away 
from him, when I permitted that wiekow! one to 
try him in manifold afflictions. 

Chilv. O' Lomp of divinest merey, Gop of all 
ſes; as Thou speakest 80 gently unto'me,. 
y my bitter mourning were turned 


Thy sacred Cross ; even as the waters of Marah 
were changed to sweetness, by the ecastin 

that blessed tree, which typified the holier w 
But I dare not take this all-sufficient comfort to 
myeelf; I dare not think this blasphemy is not 
mine own abhorrent erime. It 86ems as though 
16 were my very 8oul which 1up, with cold 
and subtle reasonings, to disprove 'Thy truth. I 
struggle with conyulsive efforts, still to eling to 
s0me'poor fragments of that glorious body of 3OU' 
loetrine, where I once found life and hope eterna 
But whil I otrive thus to perenado mayeelf that 
beliovs;.d fool au if I'm cked myself, knowing full 


rvade every EP" x9 im we of. my; eing.. 
Surely, then, if even it be' 80, that it is Satan who 

hath own. these- baneful zeeds in. my /- poor, pl 
wretched 80ul, yet on-me' no less the! guilt of their! ; 
wicked. fruits remaineth. From/ whencesoever 
this great disbelief hath sprung, 1s it not enough 
that in my heart I have denied Thee, and. doubted . 
every marvellous detail of / Thy most glorious re-»S | 
demption; to: seal' me- as a thing accursed; from \ 
Thee? Could. any be 80 paralyzed with.unbelief, - 
and-yet be-innocent?_ - O, gracious Master, in the | 
awful watches ' of the night, and through the day, 
whose light for me is turned to. darkness, how. do 
these 'words.of Thine, glare on. my fainting spirit, | 
as though writ in living fire, —<* He- that believeth,- 
and- is- baptized; shall be 8aved ; 'and he that bey' | 
lieveth not .shall /be damned.” Alas! is not this'' | 
my. condemnation ? for- what matter whence this | 
blagphemy of doubt hath come, -if now it, is incor- © 
 porate, with me, 80- that .it is -ny. Very 8elf.. 
cannot. own Thee ?.: 

\ Divine. Master. And what to thee were: ke Sp 
dread words which/cause. thine anguish, if; thou | 
didst not in- actual-fact, albeit unawares, believe 
in Me Who spake'them ?. My child, I also- will | 
ask thee one-thing : thou wouldegt know if this- 
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_ thy.dark temptationis a 8m. 'Tell Me, then, hast 
thou ever encouraged these unbelieving thoughts, 
and- cherished them, and been: right willing to 
escape, by them, from the stern Mn -of 
ay Tighteous faith ?. | | 
Chil | Encourage. them ! | O- LomD,. as fitly _. 
. tout: Thou 'ask the victim on the rack if he\ 
ad 8ought to cling toit, and loved its-tortures, 
and desired :to stretch his shattered frame more - 
agonisingly upon it! No-rack that ever! tore the 
body limb by: limb, could: cause 8uch deep ex- 
tremity/ of anguish,' as this bitter unbelief hath 
wrought. upon my: 8oul, tearing from me hope by 
hope, and joy by joy, the whole of that-ineffable 
delight, that peace eternal, that undying: life and 
light, that sweetest consummation” of my ole 
desire, which: I have __ in 'Thy dear love, Pre- 
ent and Everlasting y GoD, words fail me to - 
>2xpress the sorrowful denial, which every power 
and feeling of my stricken zoul, doth give to such 

a question, or describe the utter loathing which I 
feel to these- cruel 'doubts, that have changed me 
to a'very Judas, who once thought to follow Thee. 
80 loving: and faithful unto death. 

"Divine -Master. ' Then verily T say to tics; My 
child, that thou' in this matter art altogether free 
from 8in. ' These blasphemous- thoughts are” not 
thine own, __ thou:hast no more part in them 
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| cious than of atone that : thou ph. 1t ve 
tried with fire, might be found: unto praise, « and. \ 


cording to what he knoweth of their digpost S 
and their growth in grace. But in all this they 


thy Lonp Immaculate, was tempted 'in dur pany 


honour, and glory, at My pgs? ; and * he, in 
them exceeding 8ore temptations, aſs ded ' 


do not consent to these un- 


haye no sin;,-if 


hallowed wiles, nor let them unresisted' gain pos» 


geasion -of their hearts. Except they do, by this 
means, make the guilt their onn,——tley © a nob 
more polluted by these defilemen 
deyil casts into their ouls, than one in. 


as before. 

' My child, thou mayest not PRES ons 
instant, that temptation in itself,- can 
guilt unto the 80ul, when thou- knowest- that ; 


like as thou art, yet without sin. ' O: thou afllicte 
tosged with the tempest, and not comforted, re- 
member that tremendous and myotirious hows: | 
when I; Who hold the keys —— and hell, was 
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of the: devil. forty days. Remember 
8tood 24; wgog the mountain where the” tempter- car- 


blin the bala for if, & 
ent, I had yielded, by '80 much /only as ah 
faintes t : ising of a wish, to his abhorred sugges-+ 
ions, —if / the least shadow of defilement had 
___ into My perfect soul with them, there had 
never been redemption for the race of men 5 and 
every: generation that. hath ever lived on: earth 
had been: gathered to destruction, as the whirl- 
WING FWeeps away the chaff, and it. is, no-more 
geen'! They had been brought Gown, to the pit, 
to the house of everlasting des 
in'in the hell like hog en Gent ates 
upon them to-all eternity. But now, because-I 
came- out, 'of / that. furnace . of temptation, / 8&ven 
times heated, pure and-gcatheless as I entered-in, 
having preserved in perfect sinlessness, the Body 
of that flesh in which My people are reconciled-to 
their FATHER, it remaineth therefore. that I have 
power, not only to 8uecour those who are tempted, 
but that I am able also-to ave to the uttermost all 
that come unto God: by:Me, for I, Who-ever live to 
make that: intercession for them, am holy harm- 
less, and undefiled. 
/Thus- Gu LA, FO the very. nature of the 
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hath. not- |-Fielded- to- 9 ag even. has gli wo pi at 
—__ of consent. And uithanmoes, : there i is . : 


j4 uct eg in . this Pigs that-1 as (-Y Myzelf suffe ; fe red .. 
being. tempted, in order, that. I-might: be-'a le as 
to help them in their. hour: of ' need, 80 will they | 
now-'find .a: parallel to every gpecies of temp- | 
tation, in:the different; 8tages of Mine own great. 
conflict. By every avenue, through y which a on 
80nable soul and human flesh, | can be approache 
of Satan, was I assailed that hour,: and was in; 
triumphant. And herein thou; findest. once agair 
that fundamental principle of - man's-. redemption, 
that forasmuch as My people could only be rescued 
from eternal death by,living in My life, partakerg 
of 'My./ divine nature, 80 was It-needfu' 1 for l 
accomplishment of this deep union, that I ashoul , 
first live their -life: on earth, taking part: in the! : 
flesh and blood, and-80 preventing them $1 } a | 
their trials and-temptations, that they might folloj | 
| | after Me in likeness of My sufferings.- |; + 
Look well into the record: of Mine awful. con 1 
tint with the Prince/ of Darkness,; and: thou; sha 
find the likeness of thine own deep trial/i in that | | 
accursed effort of the Devil's, when he "tem | 
Me, as Man, to disxown 'My Gop, by: fall 
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of old whom Thou didst rescue, I am griev 1 , 8 


THE DIVINE! MASTER. | ni 


to worship him. $0 would he labour 'now t6 
cause- thee by his cruel insinuations, even” to 


_ deny thy Master—or rather to imagine that thou 


denied Me, for I tell thee of a'truth thou 
lost believe in Me, nor ever hast forsaken Me 'in 


real” faith existent, though silent, in thy |sad 'be- 


wilderment, there is a certain proof for' thee, in 
thy great suffering ; for how couldest thou mourn. 


My loss, or writhe ih anguish with the dread of 


utter Separation from Me, if thou didat not indeed 


believe in Me and love Me, in the 8ecret of thy 


spirit, with all thy power and strength ? Take 
courage, therefore, and fear not ; be thou stedfast” 


and immoveable, always abounding in My work, 
anl let the blasphemies of Satan be to thee like 
raving winds, that vainly beat against the House, 
"ROWS foundations are built upon the Rock. 

' Chily. ' Oh, Beloved Master, even my trembling 
gout no longer can resist the” truth"of Thy dear 
words- of comfort : hope, and Peace, are dawning 
on me: once again, despite mine undiminished 
trial ; for TI can "now believe, that like to him 


tormented with a devil, who causeth me to ut 
blasphemies, and ofttimes casteth me into the fire 


| 
; 


| etual fact, by even a single thought, —only thou 
hast heard the whisperings of | the (fiend, amt 
fancied that thine own soul spake them. Of t y- 
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un aball be Thy good 1 
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of tribulation, and the despair: | 
know that Thou hast poor t0eaot him ne wi 


until the Foes of ys An for al 
appt momentary calm which Thou hast wrought 
lulled mine anguish into. ret a little pai bv 
"— do I know. too well when Thou'ghalt hs ie 
gone up from communing / with ms, the/ horri le 
delusions will rush back upon me with a-$ey n- 
fold power, and 'surely they will utterly disa Jle 
me'from following after Thee. Shall I notrer be 
like unto the helpless cripple who lay at, A 
of the Temple, which. is called Bea 


not atrength. to enter in and worahip? for ov 4 
+ power of the spiritual life scems paralyzed wit tin 
me. How can I'pray to Thee, my Lo: D, 


oh 'Thee for mercy, when my spul appeareth/ ua: 
myzelf to deny Thy \'Very Being? - how . ea \. I 
follow / all good works, or strive thro: 
mental union with Thee - to. grow -in” 
of Thy Perfect Nature, when, I cannot 80 mn 
as realize the Truth -of Thine Existence?. -. 

- In whatsoever: 8hape these awful tem tations 
come to me, they appear alike to act as a gpiritual 
palsy.; for even when they assume- not the f rm-of | 
actual unbelief, they seem equally to dea 
effort.and aspiration after Thee ; at-times 


+ 2s 
Ul 
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the hideous shape of blasphemy Fig: 
even when my. faith in Thee is altogether clea 
aa is agony, 'my -LomD, to 16vs Thee and 
2 ho lasp heme: ! OO" aw oft, will "crop. into 2p 
L - ab 3 ad irary aha 


low of ab 7 2068 
because of Thine awful nearness in the Holy Eu- 
charist; or else, fastening upon. those awful words 
of Thine'which 8pake of' 8in that hath no yatdon, 
they madden” me with whisperings aga 
Holy One the Comforter; the Spirit of Purity and 
Love! but it matters not what. guise they wear, 
for all seem alike to drive me from the 58 Doe 
of Thy Majesty Divine. 

Divine Master. And all are alike abhorrent 
unto thee! herein be-thy comfort, as I said. But 
thou' dost well to seek the practical s0lution of 
thy: difficulty, and [to ask. by what means thou 
canst live as My true and. faithful orlage=n-h whilst 


tion; of aA Wide ackars or \ args 
- regis the devil, and he 8ball flee from: 


ee 2 
us/shall it be. done: :'Do: thoulive: : the midat 


cetggyy = as though thou wert utcon- 
is. of Continue ' thou to do My _—_ 
atever  delusion may have gained posse 
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thee, dinonah the wiles of Cat thou kn , you 
full well what is thy bounden duty, as a-/ba ttized 
member of the Church, which is My, Body ; $, jpea? 
do-thou'in all things struggle only to: perform. it, 

though Light and Hope, and every anchor, o, : thy 
Soul 8eem torn away from thee, and the hi ripe. of 


a great darkness be: upon thee. When the.deyil ” 


constraineth thee as thou deemest to. 
Me; then do thou act as though thou hadst a | 
fect faith, even a faith zealous, active, all-end uri 

unto death ; do thou ever pray, continuing instant 
therein, even when it seems to thee that. 'S. e i 
none to hear or answer; and g1vVe, as I. have £ hrays 
' bidden thee, thy whole energies and thox aghts, an 
very life, to labour: for thine attainment unto:th 
Reurrection of the Just, even when the mgckin 
fiend would bid. thee. altogether doubt. of .: if 
beyond the grave; yea, though he 8eem to op < 
cast eternal blackness' over all the pro ages; of in 
mortality, and leave thee nought whe ; ein 


Us beliey ein 


turn unflinching: Prog the Joys. of earth, wy live; a 
_— 8 ID when, thou hast no. POT 80 2 as 


Iifa any man sha]l do te will of B Him, 
8hall hoop of the p ar rings whether it be of af Gap 
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and 'be thou very zure, that it is MOTe © blegsed an 
"hundred-fold; to continue My faithfi 
"when all light and hope are clouded, and zeem to 
be extinet, than when the Bright Rays of the Sun 
©of Righteousness make pale the radiance of this 
\ world's allurements. In this manner do thou act,.. 
"whatever be the form of thy temptations ; when 
; blasphemies and emmup impure, to which thou 


; $hat thou thiks ears to them, making as though 
thou heardest not, and go, straightway geek 8ome 
; action hard and painful, which thou mayest /do 
| for Me, and prove unto thyself that thou. dost love 
'Me*truly, in spite of all. So when the father of 
Yes would persuade thee thou hast sinned beyond 
Tedemption, do thou, having used all means ap- 

0 iinted for penitence and absolution, go on and 
| "toil/as though thou 'hadst the certain promise of 

| _ reward in Heaven, * whilst truly thou dost, think 
| thyself condemned to hell. Say thou ever with a 
| congtancy -unmoved, «© Though He\.glay, me, yet 
will T zerve and trust in Him.” And who that 
trusteth 3 in Me 'shall ever be confounded? - $1798 
- "Thily. O, Master, most Benign, IT thank Thee 
from the depth of my poor soul, that in Thine un- 
failing Pity, Thou dost teach me how I «till may 
Hold 7 me -fast by Thee, even when I discern Thee 
not, 5n all''the dreary darkness; yet now this one 
thing more would I demand' of Thy deep. FROe) 
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 purposed to follow Thy wise counsel, | 


116 


The sorest agony in it my trial is the toe 
never quitting me by night. or day, that/T | 

perish through this deep temptation fi 
Thy Face for ever ; and although I 


whatever be mine inward tate, as Thy beliez 21 
hoping 8ervant all my days, yet it seemeth a 

to. me, to think that I may be: tormented b v \ this 
bitter, dread unto the last ; this then only we ald 
82y—How long, Q LoRD, Holy and Pure, 8 l 


endure the persecution of this feax? Oh. must 
the shadow. of this great Despair purſue me haven 
unto Death, as ofttar ith ang'tish 


' Divine Master. | My child, thy FAT HER, he 


| given unto thy hands the cup of trembling, fm nd dif 


He will that thou-should drink it to'the dreg 
not thou that it; should pass from thee. 3T+ 88 
that it will be 80, only I bid thee leave th 
and seasons of thy trial to His Almij hty Love; 
prepare, if need be, to endure this ;oross with 
patience, even unto death ; and that thou m 
have deeper courage 80 to do, remember : 
that he of all My t blessed Saints who was the first 
to win the martyr's crown; DIED KNEELING/; and 
in like manner be thou all content to. die, if Shch 
be My good pleasure, praying without. hope; an 

lo, it may be in that hour, that looking u2 into! 
eternity, thine opening eyes shalt 8ee the G '*# ory of 
Gon, and 1, JE8vs, standing'at His Rag Hand. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS IN SUFFERING. 


j 


| 
Divine Master. Arise! put on strength, O 
child of My Love! gird thyself anew to the battle, 
| for- behold: the night is far spent, the day is at 


Mmony win tots  Wer 0ne/ ator vebn ret 


| armour of Gop, that thou mayest be able to with- 
| 8tand in the evil day; and having: done ALL to 
stand,—for thou bast been faithful indeed over.a 


: 


| fow: ge, but. patience hath not yet bad her 
ot work i in rf wh thou 
it mak: preg ochaoniibg) the peculiar. and 
ial which is even now to try thee, 'as though 
thing happened unto-thee ; but-re- 
| Joice, inasmuch as thou 8halt be a 
| gufferings, that when My glory shall be rey 
| thou mayest be glad also with exceed: 


agg Ht nom 4 ab us ge; 0 re re 
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_ Child. Beloved: Mater, zurely - 80me-/ Jo Eel P 
peril is at hand? for lo, Thou art very near to ine! % 
I Sno: indeed that ay art, ever. near me, and - 


chanting i in adoration ad Thy thedue' of g ot re 
Thou hearest till the faintest Sigh. that riseth, up © 
from my weak heart to Thee, —and notest every igar- 

that falls from my poor human.eyes, amid; all the 

flood of radiance that is round Thee in the! Home / 

of Light unquenchable. - But. ofttimes.Thou- hAst 

willed to veil Thy Presence from me, that I more- 

ardently might eek Thee, and feel after Thee, if 

| haply I might find Thee. And 8 it was] that 

even now I saw Thee not, and faith alone went on — | 
before me, like a beacon- light,: iding. me; to | | 
Thy. oh abiding-place ; as once 4 wondr ys 

star,. beaming 80 glorious in the Eastern skies, ka 
on. the wise men to the: holy spot where Th: 

_ didst lie, a. new-born King, receiving. Thy first/ 
me in n Thy spotless mother's all-ad oring glove! | 


- aloils can give, of Thine ig nearnees; for iv. 
4} httle while: since, though I heard no footstep, and- 
I \ ' knew not of Thy coming, suddenly I felt  thrillin 

| 8ens8e' of - wakening love: and joy unspeakable, as. 
the awful eweetness -of Thy conscious Pubgonize | 
stole-into my inmost goul ; and I strai 


ghtway knew b. 
that there was One beaide me, Whoke Form was 


| : 
4 


THE DIVI 
like unto.the Son: of GoD ! How is: it, then, most = 
acious Master, that Thou dost especially : | I 
hall Thyzelf unto me now? hath it not. ever been 
Thy-mercy to draw near when danger monaced 
me?. | 

\*D ivine Master, Dost thou remember. here, 
onee: upon a degert-shore I stood at \even,-and 
watched i in the midst of the sea, the hip with My 
isciples? - I 8aw them toiling in rowing, for the 
wind was contrary to them ; and about the fourth 
watch of the night I came unts, them, walking : 
upon: the 8ea, and they were troubled/when they 
8aw Me, 8upposing Me to be a spirit. - But imme- | 
| diately I talked to them, and said, Be: of good 
| ' cheer; it is I; be not afraid, | And I went up unto 
them into the ship, and caused the wind to'cease- 
And 80, in like manner, from the calm shores of 
the'land of everlasting life, have I watched- thee, 
My beloved child, toiling through the waves of 
this troublesome world. And now, because- the 
night' draweth on apace, and the darkest hour is 
ever before the morning, I have- come to: thee 
upon- the- billows, that I-may be near thee in thy 
me of peril; and behold I am with thee inthe 
Ship ! Mine Arm is round thee, and My left Hand 
is under thy head ; for thou hast yet to enter.on- 
deep waters, where the stormy wind and tempest 
shall assail thee, and where, as a reed,” thou 


[ 
£ 


mk. , 


' be now the 8overeign power in thy 8oul," zub 
duing utterly all other feelings and affections, and 


thine own elf, or others, which might cause 


— 
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wouldest be broken and driven. of the blabt 6m 
before ' My Face for ever, were I not near, ito 
Strengthen thee with might in the inner man. 


That great tribulation is advancing on thee, out, of 
- which thou must come to walk with Me in white. 


Behold, now must I prove thy love for 
by 8ome 8urer means than any which have tried 
thee yet. Some new and powerful test must geas Sh 
thee, yea, one sharper than a two-edged gwor 1; 
for know, My child, that except this thy holy love 


causing thee to hate, if need be, thy dearest ties, 
yea, and thine own life also, for My'sake, it shall 
not serve thee i in thine hour of need, when the 
great day of My wrath sball come. By it, the very , 
eaxence of thy union with Me, must thou cling tol 
Me throughout eternity ; but if there abide witki 

thee” yet, one shade of lingering, tenderness For 
'tl ee. 
to shrink back from doing homage' unto Mej f'y 

even the last extreme of mortal anguish,' it Shall 

be found, when thy soul comes to. stand before Me, 

naked and shivering, stripped of allfleshly veil, tha 
these treacherous feelings, which seem to thee just 
now. but soft and weak, possessed of little _—_— 
are mn reality most deep-set cankers! And fear: 
fullywill they paralyze _ weaken Ts; tho : 


121 
stre igth of nothing 

s. than a org Supreme and undivided, in thy 
_ Gough clinging  gfasp on Me,—that' grasp 
 wherewith thou must, be enabled «till to hold 
\ pom} fast by Me m calm Security, when, in the 

emendous hour of Judgment and of execution 
ons guilty world, the universe shall be convulsed, 
the hetvens 'depart as a burning Scroll, 4 the 
earth 'reel to and fro, and: be utterly 0:68 
down and digzolved. Art thou prepared, a vr? 
stand some keen; 80ul-piercing test, which shall 80 
try thy love, that thou mayest know if indeed it 
will be found faithful and approved by Me in AN 
tay: of Ire and mourning ? 

ſhild, Yea; | LorD; better that the alarſuve 
knife should- probe my spirit now; and' cut; out 
every. spot diseased, whilst  still the blood that 


from Thine altar' flows may cleanse and heal the 


| wound, "than that I should perish hereafter in the 
_ awful fire, which hall try every man. \But O, 
my LORD, how is-it that a test- 5 oi roquired'P 
ath not my whole life been a trial ? ga not 
left all, and followed Thee ? 
- "Divine Master. Thou 'hast heard My voice, 
car the din and turmoil of the world, 
o th e, in the accents of that Love which is'a 


rt of Mine eternity, and thou coul 
hd. sweetness and the power with which T spake.. 
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Y y | Thou hast arigen and come after” May upon; 4 ' 4 
HY dark and thorny path, truly and well,'O child, j 
loved of My heart; but surely thou 'canst not th ow” 


| with! Yet wy booknes'of pt very. / faith iy lv 8s; 
| | _ must I bring/thee now to this; that! as: I ro8e, 
{| Pang by pang, /to the torturing' elimax of My” 
| ''  Passion, and thence passed on to regurrection': nd 

I to glory ; 80 thou, xocelvidig gorrows' after gorrows” 
|. at My hands, mightest-ascend/unto'the one/ordval” 

| | of peculiar and most keen temptation, which riust 
| !',' tryeach oneon the earth, ere they with Me ea ris 
it: _ andenter:into that City bathed with Light Divi. 
Ei where the countless ages of eternity page role | 
1H shall never behold the shedding of one single te 
Ef or catch the echo of one faintest nigh 

| Child.  Loxp, I am in Thy hands ; do Ck me” 

as 8eemeth good to Thee. I know that, mhother 

the angel of: Thy: Presgence cometh unto”: ge In © 
Wi” 8hining robes, that glitter white as SNOW,-— 1th thi 
| 3 ; palm of vietory, andthe golden crown wry 14to” 
W:.. lure me on ; or-clad in mourning garments, bear-" fl 
t' _ ing only the Scourge for -mine offences; ind the” L 
Wi: knife to try my weak heart to the” quiek y &til}, | 
|, whatever be Thine aspect, in Thy love atid/in Thy** 
| pity only -dost Thou come,—to redeem me'out/0f. 
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larkness-into. Thy marvellous Light. And I know 
hat, in all my affliction, which  Thine own' chas- 
agement. doth work in me, Thou. art, afllicted, 
nd . by.- this -yery . means- dost/ bear and: carry 


F- mo.unto the, Mount of Gop, as inthe days'of old 


hou-leddest Thy people Israel ; and 80 do I trust, 
hrough: endless ages, that Thou shalt be my 
SAVIOUR. But O, tell me, I beseech Thee, by 
what test art-Thou about to try me now ? - Jureh 
that; baptism - with which Thou: wert; bug zed 
whom-it became to fulfil, not only all righteous- 
es! v by &; all SOrrOW, was a gies of Blage Ly and 


ness of His Wrath, which Thou didst Al from. the 
7Ine-press. of - His: Anger, when 'Thou' hadst 
rodden -it alone? What part, then, can” I have 
in the awful woe that was heaped UPON Thy Sin- - 
8: Head,.O Thou, Who alone, in all eternity, 
adst power:to-lay 'Thy one hand. on the Throne 
I-AX0D, and 'Thy other on the 8oul of men? 
Divine Master. My child, the mighty ng 
who ie bowed beneath My footstool in the hig 


| heaven, have -degired to-look into: that Mystery of 


_ Sorrow, and have: not -been able; and” yet it is 


yen- to. the. very weakest of My-little' ones 'on | 
earth, whom. I-gather to My Bosom, to:be made ' 
zartakers of it, in their meagure and degree. Thou 
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acukent, gracious LORD? - But surely Ehave g ve : 
-1t to Thee abundantly? Have I not- suffere 
/ | 
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8ayest well, that Mine was .& bavtiam: of A 
and Death ; and therefore I 8ay unto thee, 


one who would be with Me in My. kingdom, must 


come to share it, by the'slaughter in violence and 
pain, of the hope, the joy, the treasure, 8ure of ex- 
istence in some shape, whatsoever it may be, which. 
lies 80 near their heart, that it is entwined in the 


- very fibres of it, and thereby thokes the/springs of 


that Pure Life Divine, which demands an uninte: 
rupted passage there. It is as I have” told thee 
every living s80ul, ere they can pass"the gravi 'and 
gate of death;must have their faithfulness ton ards 
Me proved by &ome one 8earching and; pecalia: 
trial, which flesh and blood could not endure, ex- 
cept it were giyett them of My FATHER; and this 
_ be the he that = have been' 80 ods an 
e, stripped of or 6 elay; with - the glowing 
flame of their sacred loye thereby revealed in its 
undying ardour, My pieremg eyes shall; digce: 
within them, as q witness to that” love, one} ievp, * 
unutterable suffering, actually born from it, and 
partaking” of its fiery nature, inaxtuch as it/hath 
eaten into ther very life and zeing, with an” 
like to that of a consuming _— 2h 
. Chil. Sorrow is, thien, the procf which Thor 
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things because of Thee, not grudgingly, but 
ba cheerful heart ? I 8ay not this to glory, O 
and lowly Master ; but Thou dost speak as 
h some 8pecial trial were needful to the per- 
tion of Thine elect, \and I cannot discern/what 
this may be, since already from Thy hands each 
one receives his daily cross; and ofttimes heavy 
'chastisements besides,—when Thou dost,, send 
Thine angel death to take away the treasures we 
love: best, or lay upon us 8:ckness and infirmity, 
or 8till more bitter, call on us te bear, as Thou 
hast done, the betrayal and the desertion of the 
friends we trusted ;—by all these trials, and many 
more, we learn to know the sons whom Thou re- 
ceivest, and dost Thou yet seek a 8ign, in 8ome 
peculiar chastening still unknown to me? 

Divine Master. My child, the chastisements 
thou speakest of are but veiled blessings, which are 
$hrouded truly in a veil 80 thin, that even. in their 

darkest moment the light of My love and 'mercy 
beameth through them ; and forasnuch as they 
are 8een to come expressly by My will, and there 
is no power to resist or to refuse them, it is ever 
found that there is a very sweetness in the passive 
regignation which mutely doth receive them, and 
howeth down beneath My gentle hand, that is 
wid ndeed upon the stricken head to bless, that 
most it- seems to mite, Now, it is a grievous 
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error to 8uppose that these inevitable sorrows, th 

medicine wherewith I heal the sicknoss of My 

people, are actual persecutions' zuffered for | 
| 8ake, according as it is written, * All that will liv 
'E godly in CHrIsT JESUS shall 'suffer persecution; 
' and it displeaseth Me when IT behold- hem mak; 
a boast unto" themselves, that they have given 
proofs' of love for Me, in the mere endurance of 
woes, from which they have no power' toj escape,— 
or that, by the simple fact of suffering, they haye a 
claim to future recompense, as if they had done- 
some meritorious deed of their spontaneous effort. 
Herein do they greatly deceive themselves ; for 
this is not that persecution- of 'the natural bwy) by 
pa own regenerate spirit, of which My righ £0U: 
Servant spake z-/nor can this be the deep, unutter- 
' able woe which must 8tand forth in the day. 6 
. gearching, in testimony of lndey love and thei 
- undoubted truth, 7h OL 


Fe 


mugs be. ade to hard the ings "6 y pl 
, Fhoos vomahatoy. Wes. written in their bloo, "he 


——— 0h 


| haneats the altar of the 7 prnebs ner ihe. 
 5ouls of them 6 as were slain for _ Word, _ ” , 


/ 
; 
4 


2 "£1 pant _ a—__ our be on Kiama: that 


1d 1 ; ould rest yet a lttle-geagon, til 
& Pos ry Fellow 8ervants algo, and their brethren that 
| maust; be killed as they were, should be fulfill 

- $I 44 W ' these their fellow armani who. chould I 


* Y or; hy: eath in their hearts, that Sow too may fulfil - 
| 6 Meagure. of their faithfulness, and receive with 
. the martyred saints the crown of life. Nor speak 
This of the death.unto gin, of which all My people 
must be partakers , as the inevitable result-of their 
hf ife.in Me,—but, of the slaying, once for all; xooner 
or later, in their, career, of some beloved. hope,.or 
loye, or dream, which hath been to them the dearest” 
and most cherished, the yery joy of life, and whieh | 
ofttimes, for. that 8ame reagon, and. by its: _ 
2 ow jarYs hath become a 6ogs upon theirhe 


8hall he ales. it mill be found, that, + in. ads 
FR es. of eyery.one of Mine elect, there) has been 
SOM ;8uch intengely. prized. treagure, 8ome: hidden 
ie nd: aderness,. zome 8weet. affection and. vision” of 
n Nt .of whatso0ever nature,- —unknown, 1t- may 
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longing, henceforth to know no other happiness, 
-Iy time or in ory; 8ave' My pure Lowe 
- Child. Oh Lo, what dreary depths\of oulfer- 
g hast Thou showed me ! s8urely not many on this 
earth can 80 endure? must all men through 
waters of. such exceeding bitterness, | ere they 
_ attain Thy Painless Home of Light ? WY 
- Divine: Master, . I say not that none, gan 80 
mook as/pass that Blissful Threghold, » exceNt they 
do endure the loftiest and most searching trials ; 
for; these are of the ,nature of- that constancy 


which I have declared long since, all men cannot 


receive,  8ave they to whom. it; is given, —but 
do gay unto thee, that blessed, bleased, yea. thrice 
llessed, with all the glories of eternity, shall he 
| be, to whom it is permitted to attain the highest 


stage of devotion;and. suffering on earth, for high 
8ball-be his seat-in Heaven! and he who follows 


Me thus close in.gorrow here, as close 8hall follow 
Me 1 in bliss hereafter. Blessed, I 89418 he whom 

allure to lay the treasure I deem hurtful to him, 
though dearer than his brag life; for Mon goul thus 


ricks "of My Love Alain, a torrent of ns 
_ for evermore ! 48 


So all men have not the ame gif, nor are 
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called” to: the 8ame- mhaEqes'; Some lofty 
there are, 'who- 80 entirely desire the- sweetn}\ 

of My Presence- only, that |they- with- soles"w 
purpose do utterly renounce all touch or tagte. of 
human joys, and to'that end commit” themsely: 
unto the flames of such an ardent, pure devotiou; 
that they are enabled, albeit with 'the- agony of 
burning, to congume” the natural impul es and 
wishes, which might have made them crave'for' 
earth's hopes and pleasgures. Of such are those* 

ansecrate themselves to Me in Virgin lives; 
hey may be holy both in body and spirit,/ and 
core only for the things of their LoD; how thy 
may pleasze Me,—and these 'shall bloom-as Tali | 5, 
pure and snow-white; in My Garden. of Immorta; 
Es Flowers. / ' Of: 8tich again, are others who in” zol'y 
hb poverty have 80ught, and found, the traces'of M-: 
E i orra ie and FO: sball shine poppe the ba ightest. 


own, in the day __. I angdeh; up: My pos 
or all voy even in this world. of. T_— defill _ 


t : vided Ih entite; that their passionless spirits 
1hy —_ 80me trans]ucent lake pomp hes for + ever 


have ever: dn partes thin I 
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a by My power, be it- tl 
? mn to this: last EE of ; 
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many. times that awful prayer! co 
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But oh, my LoRD, it was 80 dear a joy; 


don it, how desolate shall I not be !- 
aster. Desolate? when I am with 
18 '1t desolation . that there should be. no 
- thee, 8ave only My. . 
? no sound 8ave My 
ing ever, 
is with 
e Eyer- 
arms, as a child upon-its Mother's Breast ? - 
/- It is enough, good LoRD; 
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THE WAY OF THE CROSS IN DEATH. 

Child. -- Out of the' deep: do T call unto Thee, 
'O LoRD;; LORD, hear my. voice, for I am brought 
very Jaw! My soul is full of - trouble; my: flesgh 
and my heart faileth; the sight of mine eyes' is 
gone from me, and my strength hath alt 
vanished. Fearfulness and trembling are - come 
upon 0A an og algo” are 80 Teedls, that 


who avetkat: now to. paves Halt Ve 
weary. But O, what means this . 
this dim bewilderment ? for I feel as th 
aty change were working in me. 'The-former 
away, and behold, all things 
pg new! I 8e no more the world, and 
ories of we as _ appear unto. the __g of 


v the dust, with the noise of its | 
| i its contentions !- how is it: fe 
Boat the muitions, and ak 


gsound! - how sotly: It: 
of" _ heart! 
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that, with its | 


ved Thy Name; O 


et, now that it/is 


Wages of 8in ; but the gift of Gop is; 


. . - 


e for ever,:as L am with 
member, that I-have told: 


world, hath its type i in 1 that great 8ea of 

waters, wherein 'I' led 'Mine elder Israel 6 

They passed 'in safety through rely rn 1 o 
"the promised land, because they followed 
Who went | before them in the fiery pilla 

_ the dwellers. in Egyptian darkness, as "th Ju 
boot sunk - to destruction an the. elfsa; 


s LDLLL Oo Thou, Who art the | First- Ze 4 
of the dead, —I could not dare to doubt the: 
ness of all who sleep in Thee, whom' 
shalt bring with-Thee i in the day of Thy triun 
and'their resurrection ; but can I 80 much as. | 


5 to hope that I could ever be aniong tha 
\white-robed- company? - They from, the dust 
awake, and sing, "even  the-new 8ong w] 
shalt teach them; and which ' on earth: 
not; know; for they were far from their / 
home 'in heaven, and how should: they 

Ys! gong .in- a sfrange land? But, 0 
; Whom I have pierced with many a 
8hall Got I rather | be among: those- 
| 6 earth, 1 who. al og because of Thee? For | 
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_the Temple's veil was rent in 
one'thought, which can sustain My peox 
fearful uncertainty-of: their eternal doom; 
 tain-they must and/will be, to' the latest moment | 
of- their mortal span ; for he were furtt ty 
My glorious rest, who dared believe that 

| y of i! and: rather '# 4 Co tremble) nov 


the brig zhter - My __ yg noo tcateſind 

much the clearer, by'its light, 'they ee the! 

ne88" of - their/sins. * But this Uh: were too. 

tremendous; for their agony of lo 

were it/not, as'T have aid, that Liavaii is ok cat 
tht, ariving Looms the depths of truth 

eternal, which keepeth them in perfect Peace, 

whoge mind is stayed thereon... It is'the 

viction, awful, yet calm, that whatsoever be” 

8entence; yea; though it were everlasting d« 

tion from - wh rae curd " Ever; till: it wo 

be*the>d ecre: T/ Jos! 
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membered Juatioe: only. that: 1 forgot: My from 
"41 {LE + know,” that alt *this"Love hath 
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. : LoRD, . Thou. ever-: readest 
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to give-them every one, to make s 
as may yet be-permitted unto me.” 
Lamb. of :GopD, | 

the world, have 


give to me, be soiled 
Show me; then, how even ies in. $0mne; ws 


may gain alittle 8trength, ere I'd 
no more. 8een ! 
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: reekless.. folly; -and.- foragmuch. as- L 
love them. to the end, thou. shalt 


- thou hast ofttimes 89 


ns of Joop | acatiltive i oflaſabes 
h, to. one of thoge w 
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ever did the / Kay" leper, to wash in Is ordan's. ' 
8acred 8tream ; for my 8oul, appt _ by its ewift , 
approach unto Eternal Purity, was fired with mot | 
vehement desire to efface, by ary nd the 'stains 
of her corruption, ere 8he 'reached” the,” zinles! 
$hore, beyond the grave—and without the moty 
anointing of this Blessed Absolution, I know no: 
how the shrinking spirit ever could "endure" the 
first, Searching Breath of the pure air of Eternity! 
"O Los, in the vigour of health and hope, whet 
men for lust, of life, do eek to crush the remem- 
brane of their-dying hour, they may not fear to 
scofffat this, the sacred means of Thine appoint- 
| ment, for the pardon of their 8ins. Even as Naaman 
at the first, corned the washing that was to ns ce 
him clean, olaniniaA Seemed to him that no'great 
thing was given him to do, so they may d epics the 
plain command, to humble themselves before ms | 
power committed unto man, and 8ay with moel Tin 
_— of Thine anointed Priest, » Is) not this _ 


the spirit of those who cried out apiver Thysel 
of old, saying, . * This Man speaketh' blasp 1emy; 
who can _— _— AG GoD fan? Is not" arch | 


hag and when their memory, endowed with"fi 
x 


4 


1 it 7 were, a whore thing with a living voice, edi 
= with to call-down vengeance on them, —there is no 

onge? Place for' this most miserable pride: and 
sophistry, beside the fearful looking for of Judg- 
ment that overwhelmeth them ! then it is truly that 
all must turn and cling to this blest ordinance, as 
drowning men unto 'the 'spar in merey 8ent, and 
with most ardent gratitude rejoice, that as\Thou 
hadst indeed power on earth to forgive sins, 80 
now Thou wouldest not leave us comfortless, albeit 
departed in the Glory of Thine Ascension, -but 
Pobay ordained the: exercise, of this Thy. -Sovereign | 
"Right of Pardon, in the Hands of Thy Repre- 
sentaf ves within the Church,” with whom Thou 
_ ha t /promised to abide, even unto the end of the 
' world. Verily, Death comes unto the man with 
Truth in his right hand, and disperses for ever 
Pn deceits| of the world, or flesh, or Devil, that 
” would atrive, as in this instance, to. make Thy 
plain decrees of none effect. \N 

Divine Master. Thus far hast thou well Sevie, 


7 My child, but hast thou further sought in this the 


' last hour, which divides thee from the limitless: du- 
ration of unending ages, to'partake of that All- 
V ondrous Food, which' alone can give thee Life 
ternal? There be many'that ay, like those of 


| tham if they be npt-found in. Mo, as My-O 


—_ .of GoD;.and how. shall they. enter into | 
Me, to be as bone: of My, Bone,.. | 
| h, except they. eat Me, even. as I: com- 

| and 80 ve for gyer f; 4 1G 444 ; 


hath been, the madness of Thy 
ve been. as one excaping 
could I flee, even in: the 
ity. of Refuge, which, 
for us . ON earth,. but to. the- very 


enter in and. take me, by he never || 
80: hot-in his pursuit.. Q; Virgin 


. help, my ewcetest, hope; in-the deep terror. of this. | 
death; and this eternity, that I have been per- 
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eof ; for: by this means 
, most surely, the one thing 
unspeakable desire; even to 

y Sacred Heart for" ever 
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ly, lest he accuse thee to the TJ 


er do I mourn for those 
to: whony'it hath been given 'me 
thy or | I 
if to break 
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drew near, telling. ——_ Sons | 
face no more. - hunt punto etl. 
. Divine Master;-- If ra levied an aiayet & / 
rejoice, because at length the last tears thou 
Shalt ever shed, are Stealing from thine i eyes; 
_ grown. .dim with weeping, when none were nba: 
_ to-note. thy patient 8orrow,—and the tired. frame 
80 wasted with toil and bitter discipline-unknow 
to all, 8ave Him Who 8ees in/s8ecret, shall never 
more: feel pain or weariness, nor shall the weary 
| head, that throbbed 80 oft upon the cold ground.in 
thine anguish of humiliation, be tortured: with 
unrest again!. If they loved thee, they would 
rejoice, -as even now for thee that Love, re- 
\ | joiceth, which is 8trong as Death—yea, which hai 
rampled-Death beneath his Feet, _ to o him 
«I, am mightier than thou!” | 6-4, 
- My child, the- day breaketh, and- .we _—y de: 
4 the shadow of death is darkening ont =, 
eyelids, and the radiance of "earthly suns;-hath 
passed from them for ever; but the HAND that-once - 
opened the eyes of the blind is laid upon thine); | 
and-through- thy soul, already trembling | on *the 
 threshold- of a new existence, the light of Eternity 
is dawning, ere yet the silver cord that binds , 
thy mortal life is altogether loosed. ' Look wt 
what 8eest thou? * 
- Child. I gee the worlds foating 3 in. z the Infinits 
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